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The Answer 


By Agnes Jolin 
HE held Him to her joyous heart: 
Dear childish Head; 
Hands outstretched in giving: 
Swift-running Feet — 
Whence is their goal? 
What is life’s meaning? , 


She held Him to her anguished heart: 
Poor wounded Head; 
Hands torn and bleeding ; 
Nail-tortured Feet — 
The awful Cross their goal. 
Here lies Life’s meaning. 


v 
Emergency Praying Not Enough 


God wants us to call upon him in 
emergencies —he is often swift to hear 
and answer. But some Christians make 
the mistake of letting emergency prayer, 
or ejaculatory prayer as it is sometimes 
called, be their chief prayer life. This 
means a sadly impoverished spiritual 
life, — and it may mean the loss of some 
answers to emergency prayers that God 
could otherwise send. One who knows 
the Lord has drawn a needed lesson from 
Nehemiah’s prayer experience. The He- 
brew cup-bearer to the Persian King 
Artaxerxes suddenly found himself in 
a “tight place,” as the king unexpectedly 
asked him a searching question. “So I 
prayed to the God of heaven,” says Ne- 
hemiah as he describes his emergency 
(Neh. 2:4). The comment is made: 


“Nehemiah sent up an S. O. S. to 
Heaven. He had a right to do it be- 
cause he had been in touch with God 
already that day. For three months he 
had been praying for guidance on this 
one matter, and now that the crisis 
seemed to be near he asked for special 
grace for the occasion. Do some of us 
make the mistake of imagining that we 
can call upon God in an emergency and 
neglect prayer at other times? This is 
not the lesson here. Rather does it in- 
dicate the accessibility of God, in times 
of extremity, for those who seek his face 
in time of normality.” 


- 
Only One Difference 


Sometimes we feel hopeless because 
things are not different. We wish we 
could make them different—but we 
cannot. And yet, in the worst of situa- 
tions, there is only one difference needed, 
and we can always make that difference 
if we will. Lindsay Glegg, a consecrated 
English businessman, calls attention to 


& 


a striking scene that illustrates this. 
The disciples were in a “hopeless” situa- 
tion as fishermen —they had “toiled all 
the night” and had “taken nothing.” 
Then “their failure was suddenly and 
dramatically turned into success. Now, 
what turned failure into success? It can 
be summed up in one word— JESUS.” 
As Mr. Glegg points out, the fishermen 
were the same, the boats were the same, 
the scene and occasion were exactly the 
same. But one thing was different. “The 
Lord Jesus walked into the picture.” 
The fishermen “were conscious of his 
presence, and they were obedient to his 
word, and instantly failure is turned into 
success. Waste is turned into wealth 
— ‘nothing’ is turned into ‘a great mul- 
titude of fishes.’” The wonder of our 
life today is that, if we are believers, 
we always have the Lord Jesus with us. 
The hopelessness in any situation, there- 
fore, is only of our imagining, our blind- 
ness, our unbelief. We always have with 
us the “difference” between failure and 
success — and that “difference” is Christ 
himself. 
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Why Christ Died 


6¢9T IS not Jesus’ death, but Jesus’ life 
| that appeals to me as the great 
thing,” earnestly said an active 
member of a prominent evangelical 
church, as he was talking with some 
Christian friends. Many others feel the 
same way. They point to that perfect 
life, lived here on earth for thirty-three 
years, as the supreme purpose and mis- 
sion and challenge of Jesus Christ to 
the world. 

Others, again, say that the death of 
Jesus was the heroic, sacrifigial consum- 
mation of his perfect life on earth, be- 
cause that death showed how far the 
love of the Father and the Son was will- 
ing to go. Jesus laid down his life, they 
say, as a result of men’s misunderstand- 
ing and rejection of himself; therefore 
his death was the supreme expression 
of God’s love for the world, as the self- 
sacrificing death of one human friend 
for another would be the supreme ex- 
pression of that one’s love. 

This last view of the death of Christ 
is an appealing one and is accepted by 


many. Yet both views are false and un- 
scriptural; and their acceptance can 
mean eternal death instead of eternal 
life to those who are deceived by them. 

When, through Adam’s fall, mankind 
sinned and the whole human race went 
down into ruin, —for “through one man 
sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin; and so death passed unto 
all men, for that all sinned” (Rom. 5: 
12),— there were three things we can 
think of that God might do. 

He might ignore man’s sin, and, him- 
self a perfect, sinless, and holy God, take 
into fellowship with himself for time 
and eternity sinful, sinning, sin-satu- 
rated human beings. But that is incon- 
ceivable. A holy, sinless God cannot 
ignore sin. 

Well, then, God might let all men 
for time and eternity receive the full, 
inevitable consequences of their sin, 
thereby being forever separated and 
cut off from fellowship with him. Thus 
all human beings would go to hell, for- 
ever lost. This also is unthinkable; God 
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did not create the human race in his 
own image to have that race, in its en- 
tirety, forever lost. 

There is only one other possibility. 
God cannot ignore sin; and God cannot 
ignore man. Then God himself. must 
pay the penalty of man’s sin in order 
that man may be saved, 

God cannot condone sin; he must con- 
demn it. The wages of sin is death; 
and God cannot set aside or abrogate 
those wages while he continues to be 
the holy and righteous God. If only a 
single member of the human race is 
to be saved from paying the death pen- 
alty of sin, God must pay that penalty 
himself. And that’is the necessity for 
the death of Christ. His death indeed 
showed forth the supreme love of God 
for men. But we see that it did in- 
finitely more. 

In our human way we may, as it were, 
think of the members of the Godhead, 
far back in the infinite reaches of eter- 
nity, before ever creation had begun, 
holding a loving council together over 


the question of how. man’s coming sin 


should be dealt with while man himself 
should be saved. And we can, as it 
were, see the only and eternal Son of 
God, loving that Father as no human 
child ever loved a parent, and loved by 
that Father as no human parent ever 
loved a child, agreeing with the Father 
to take the place of sinning, sinful man 
in order that God’s holy and necessary 
wrath against sin might be visited to 
the needed uttermost upon —not sinful 
man, but the sinless Son of man stand- 
ing in sinful man’s place. Such a plan, 
agreed upon by the Godhead in the 
councils of eternity, meant such a heart- 
break of sorrow in the Godhead as no 
man can conceive. No human father 
or mother, giving their only son in this 
black hour of world war as their sac- 
rifice to their nation, knows the mean- 
ing of heartbreak as God the Father 
knew it when he gave his only begotten 
Son. No human son, loving his human 
father in the most perfect love known 
to the heart of man, and knowing that 
he is to be separated from that father 
for all of lifetime, knows anything of 
the heartbreak of the Son as he, for our 
sakes and in our stead, was separated 
from the loving heart of his heavenly 
Father. 

The plan agreed upon by the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit in the 
councils of eternity was, in the fullness 
of time, consummated. God the Son, 
“existing in the form of God, counted 
not the being on an equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, but emptied him- 
self, taking the form of a servant, being 





This editorial, by Charles G. Trumbull, 
was first published in Tue Sunpay ScnHoon 
Times in 1917. It is reprinted as a side light 
on the Sunday school lesson in this issue, 
and may be had as a pamphlet from the 
Biola Book Room, 558 S. Hope St., Los 
Angeles, Calif., at 30c a doz.; $2 a hundred, 
or 3c each. 
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found in_the likeness of men; and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient unto death, 
yea, the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:6- 
8). 

And not only did God thus become 
man, continuing to be God while also 
he was man; but he, sinless, actually 
became sin for our sakes. “Him who 
knew no sin he made to be sin on our 
behalf” (2 Cor. 5:21). Thus becoming 
actually our sin, in a way that we can- 


March 2, 1940 


not understand but that we cdn and must 
literally accept unless we are to make 
God a liar (1 John 5:10), the sinless 
Christ, because he had become sin, be- 
came actually a curse in the sight of 
God. For sin is a loathsome, accursed 
thing in God’s sight; and it always must 
be so while God is God. Jesus Christ, 
“the Lamb--of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29), was 
nailed to the cross and actually hung 
(Continued on page 176) 
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Questions about the Resurrection 


Body in the Millennium 


In this department in Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Times of December 30, 1939, 
President Robert C. McQuilkin of Co- 
lumbia_ Bible College, Columbia, S. C., 
called attention to a sign of the end 
of the age and the Lord’s near return 
which is not ordinarily noted — the mis- 
sionary sign, or “the amazing thing that 
has taken place in the past generation 
in the pioneer mission fields of the 
world” as “one of the most glorious signs 
that the end of the age is near.” 

A Virginia reader, having read Dr. 
McQuilkin’s statement, wrote him, in 
part, as follows: 


I am writing you to ask if you will an- 
swer the following questions concerning 
the Lord’s return to earth. 

Do you believe that he is to reign on 
earth for a thousand years? If so— 

What kind of bodies will he and those 
who rise from the dead have, and those 
who are living and accepted of God who 
go to meet him in the air? 

If those who have not accepted Christ 
and still live have their fleshly bodies, 
will there not be two kind of bodies oc- 
cupying the earth at the same time? In 
other words, is it reasonable to suppose 
that Christ, with a glorified body, will 
reign over those in the flesh as we are 
now? 

If you can help me I shall greatly ap- 
preciate it. 

Dr. McQuilkin wrote quite fully in 
personal reply to these interesting ques- 
tions, which doubtless have troubled 
many Christian people, and his letter, 
here given in part, will be welcomed 
by many: . 

I have read with interest your letter 
with its thoughtful question about the 
premillennial coming of Christ. I do 
believe that Christ is to reign -over the 
earth for a thousand years and that 
believers are to reign with him, accord- 
ing to the statement of Revelation 20:4. 

When Christ comes, the dead believers 
will rise with their resurrection bodies 
(1 Thess. 4:13-17), and living believers 
will, together with them, be caught up 
to meet the Lord after having their 
bodies instantaneously changed, as de- 





scribed in 1 Corinthians 15:50-54. It is 
clear from these Scriptures that the 
bodies of believers who are raised and 
of those who are transformed will be 
like the Lord’s glorious body, immortal 
and incorruptible. 

However, there is no statement in Scrip- 
ture that the believers with .resurrec- 
tion bodies will occupy the earth in the 
millennium along with men and. women 
who are still living in the flesh. The 
fact that we are associated with Christ 
in reigning over the earth does not mean 
that we shall be living on the earth. 
The Bible does not go into details as 
to conditions in the millennium; evi- 
dently it is not necessary for us to know 
many things. But from what the Scrip- 
ture does say, we may judge that the 
relation of Christ and the believers, 
with their resurrection bodies, to men 
and women living in the flesh, will be 
analogous to the relation of Christ and 
the angels to man in Old Testament 
times. Since the resurrection body is 
not limited by earthly conditions, it 
would be unreasonable, as you suggest, 
to suppose that the risen believers would 
live under earthly conditions. But just 
as our Lord Jesus during the forty days 
between his resurrection and his ascen- 
sion appeared again and again to the 
disciples and disappeared, so it can be 
during the millennium. In other words, 
reigning over the earth does not neces- 
sitate living on the earth. 

All Christians who believe the Bible 
know that there is to be on this earth 
an age of universal peace and prevailing 
righteousness. “ War is to be done away. 
Christ is to be crowned as King of 
Righteousness, and He will reign as 
Prince of Peace. As to how this will 
come about, there are three views, 

One, called the postmillennial view, 
teaches that this state of affairs will 
come about by the agency of the Church 
and the gradual conquering of the world 
and the nations by the Gospel, after 
which the Lord Jesus will come in per- 
son for the final: judgment, 

Another view, called the amillennial 


(Continued on page 175) 
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Why the Emphasis on the Blood of 


Is the cross merely a symbol of sacrifice, or 


of patience under trial ?: 


By Will H. Houghton, D.D. moody ‘sible intitute, Chicago 
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VEN the casual reader of the Bible 
must be impressed by the frequent 
and important use of the word 

“blood” in both Testaments. In fact, it 
might well be called the integrating 
word of the Scriptures. Yet it is an 
unpopular word with many religious 
people, and some who think themselves 
quite sound in the faith are uncomfort- 
able in the presence of the Scriptural 
representation of a blood sacrifice. 

The real test of theology is supposed 
to be the cross, but the actual test in the 
Bible is, What do you think of the 
Blood? It is everywhere evident in 
this day of inexact religious thinking 
that you can hold the cross as a symbol 
of sacrifice or of voluntary suffering, or 
as an example of how we should for- 
give, or as a picture of patience under 
trial.. None of these is satisfactory in 
the light of the Biblical declarations, 
“The life of the flesh is in the blood” 
(Lev. 17:11), and “without shedding of 
blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). 


The Offense of the Cross in Paul’s Day 


What do you think in Paul’s day made 
the preaching of the cross an offense 
to both Jew and Greek? It was not 
the unselfishness or the innocence of 
the victim. It was the declaration in 
the scarlet stream from Calvary that 
all lives, religious and philosophical as 
well as immoral and unmoral, all lives 
were forfeited by sin, and a holy God 
demanded something which, in the pour- 
ing out of the blood of his only begotten 
Son, he supplied. 

I have a good friend who was brought 
up in an orthodox Jewish home, but 
who in his search for truth fell in 
with one of the newer so-called Chris- 
tian cults. He was its devotee for sev- 
eral years. And then he discovered in 
reading the New Testament that this 
religion denied something which had 
filled the pages of the Old Testament, 
and he now found to fill the pages of 
the New — the blood.. He then and there 
turned from a bloodless religion to the 
revelation concerning sacrifice which is 
seen in picture in the Old Testament, 
in history in the Four Gospels, and in 
interpretation in the Epistles. 

The first revolt against revelation was 
concerning this matter of blood. Cain 
was the rebel. He would not bring an 
acceptable sin offering. He brought the 
offering of his hands, and he was re- 
jected. Perhaps he was too genteel for 
an offering as crass and crude as a dead 
lamb. Well, he may have been too 
highly cultured for a religion of blood, 


A member of a modern religious 
movement that calls itself Christian 
said recently, “I don’t see why some 
people talk so much about the blood 
of Christ.” Is it right to do so? Yet 
no one can read the New Testament 
without finding continual emphasis 
upon the shed blood of Christ as 
the only way of salvation. In the 
lesson passage studied two weeks ago, 
our Lord said to his disciples, at the 
Last Supper, “This is my blood of 
the new testament, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.” 
Now the lessons in Matthew reach 
their great climax in the Crucifixion, 
the subject of the lesson in this issue. 
Dr. Houghton, successor of the late 
Dr. James M. Gray as President of 
the Moody Bible Institute, has dealt 
with these questions thoroughly and 
convincingly in this article, which 
will richly reward careful study. 








but in high’ anger he could shed blood! 
Look across the face of the earth to- 
day and discover for yourself that fifty 
years of popularizing the new theology 
with its rejection of a blood sacrifice 
has given us a generation of men whose 
hands are red with the blood of their 
brothers. “He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: the Lord shall have them 
in derision” in this, as in other things 
(Psa. 2:4). What smug pride and what 
tragic self-complacency men show. as 
they dispose of God’s revelation con- 
cerning the blood and its value, and in 
their awful sin commit fratricide and 
patricide and matricide. 


Protected by the Blood 


When God was ready to redeem his 
people and set them free from Egyptian 
bondage, he told them to take a lamb 
(Exod. 12:3), a lamb for each house (v. 
3), and kill it (v. 6), and apply the 
blood to the “two side posts and on 
the upper door post” (v. 7) and, said 
God (v. 13), “When ‘I see the blood, I 
will pass over you” (or perhaps it is, 
more literally, “I will pause over you”). 
I think we should always have in mind 
that this blood was to be in place, not 
to satisfy the householder, but to satisfy 
God. He did not tell us what would 
ltappen when the Israelite saw the blood, 
but when God saw the blood. Now if 
God makes much of it, we had better 
not belittle or ignore it. 

Surely Christians will never consent 
to minimize this teaching when they 


see how important it is in the New Tes- 
tament. The Apostle Paul says we have 
redemption through the blood of Christ 
(Eph. 1:7); and in Romans 5:9 he de- 
clares that we are justified by his blood. 

How interesting it is to see the Apostle 
Peter using the word “precious” in con- 
nection with his reference to the blood: 
“Forasmuch as. ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold ... but with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot” (1 
Pet. 1:18, 19). Perhaps there was a 
scene in Peter’s mind as he wrote this. 
He may have remembered the time he 
found commendation and condemnation 
from the lips of Jesus. The commenda- 
tion was called forth by his reply to 
Jesus, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). But 
in the very same chapter we read a 
different record: “From that time forth 
began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed. . . . Then Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 
thee. But he turned, and said unto 
Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou 
art an offence unto me: for thou savour- 
est not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men” (Matt. 16:21-23). 


A Stumbling Block for Peter 


Peter did not intentionally deny the 
necessity of Christ shedding his blood, 
but that was the effect of his, saying, 
“Be it far from thee, Lord,” when the 
Lord Jesus had spoken of his approach- 
ing death. 

The objection that some people make 
to a proclamation of the atonement is 
that it did not originate with Jesus, — 
at least, that is what they say. They 
blame Paul for what we call the Gospel, 
and sometimes they cry, “Let us turn 
from the theological Gospel of Paul to 
the simple Gospel of Jesus.” Of course, 
it can be easily proved that the seed of 
all of Paul’s teaching is in the teaching 
of Christ. But when you look back at 
the scene in the sixteenth of Matthew, 
just discussed, you will easily see the 
necessity for an explanation of the cross 
on the part of the Holy Spirit through 
God’s servants, Paul, Peter, and the 
others. If, after three years of associa- 
tion with Christ, Peter was not ready to 
accept the fact of the cross, it was evi- 
dent that he was not ready for any word 
of Jesus concerning the meaning of the 
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cross. But when the Holy Spirit came 
at Pentecost he illumined the mind of 
Peter in such a way that Peter could 
take the Old Testament Scriptures which 
were stored in his mind, and. repeat 
them, showing the necessity and signifi- 
cance of the death of Christ. And now, 
with the fullness of understanding, he 
writes of the “precious blood.” 

The Bible student will find it profitable 
to take a concordance or a Bible text- 
book and see the things assured to us 
by way of the sacrifice of Christ, as 
Biblically presented in the word “blood.” 

Colossians 1:20 says he has made peace 
for us through the blood of his cross. 
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In Hebrews 9:12 we are told that it 
was by his own blood he obtained an 
eternal redemption for us, and on the 
same ground he entered the holy 
place. 

In Hebrews 9:14 the information is 
given that it is the blood of Christ which 
purges the conscience from dead works. 

In Hebrews 10:19 we find glorious 
truth expressed this- way: “Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.” 

The beloved John tells us of the 
cleansing efficacy of the biood of Christ 
(1 John 1:7). 

And so we see Paul and Peter and 
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John uniting their voices and acknowl- 
edging the substitutionary sacrifice of 
the Son of God. 

It is no wonder that this Book, show- 
ing crimson on almost every page, near 
its close rises to this principle: 

“And they sung a new song, saying, 
Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation; and 
hast made us unto our God kings and 
priests: and we shall reign on the earth” 
(Rev. 5:9, 10). 
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An unusual argument based on 
mathematical probability 








Do Prophecies Prove the Bible's Inspiration? 


Chal of the Depart f Mathe: ‘s 
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tell the future as an attribute 

possessed only by himself. “Shew 
the things that are to come hereafter, 
that we may know that ye are gods” 
(Isa, 41:23). 

In a former article I tried to show 
that the Bible was inspired because of 
scientific evidence. In this article I wish 
to show that there is practically no limit 
to the definiteness with which proph- 
ecies prove the Bible to be given by 
God. 

This can be done by the use of a 
simple principle of mathematical prob- 
ability. This principle is used by all 
life insurance companies in fixing their 
rates for insurance or endowments. 
There can be no possible question as 
to the truth of the theory. Please bear 
with me a minute while I state the 
theory and show its application and 
truth. 

If one man out of “M” men has a 
given property, and one man from “N” 
men has another independent property, 
then one man out of “M” times “N” men 
has both properties. 

Let me illustrate: suppose one man 
out of every one hundred men has lost 
a leg, and that one man out of every 
ten is bald, then one man out of one 
hundred times ten, or one thousand, is 
both bald and has lost a leg. The truth 
of this can easily be seen. Take one 
thousand men at random. Go through 
them and sort out every man who has 
lost a leg; since we supposed one man 
in every one hundred has lost a leg, 
there must be just ten such men in the 
one thousand; all others have both legs. 
Now examine these ten men. Since one 
in very ten is supposed to be bald, there 
will be just one of the ten who is bald, 
He is both bald and has lost a leg. 

This same idea can be extended in- 


Ge considers the ability to fore- 


definitely. Suppose we should find that 
one man in every one hundred is blind, 
that one man in every five hundred has 
lost an index finger, and that one in 
four hundred has lost a toe, then one 
man in one hundred times five hundred 
times four hundred, or one man in 
every 20,000,000 fills all three conditions, 
—is blind, has lost an index finger and 
a toe. 

Let us now apply this principle to 
prophecy. The.numbers I shall use are 
estimates. furnished me by different 
groups of college students when I have 
discussed with them the inspiration of 
the Bible. I make no claim whatsoever 
for their accuracy. I believe in general 
they could be considered as fairly con- 
servative. Later I: will show that my 
argument would be just as strong if far 
more conservative estimates were used. 
With these groups of students I consid- 
ered eight prophecies referring to Christ 
and after each prophecy I asked: “One 
man in how many men could in any 
sense be considered as having futfilled 
this prophecy?” I realize that you may 
say, “But these prophecies were made 
with respect to Christ, no other man 
fulfilled them.” For the sake of evi- 
dence let us temporarily take the posi- 
tion of the man who says that there 
were Many men who fulfilled most of 
the prophecies. For example, Christ’s 
side was to be pierced, many other men 
have also had their sides pierced. 

We are considering eight prophecies 
chosen from the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah: ; 

1. “He is despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it were our 
faces from him; he was despised, and 
we esteemed him not” (53:3). 

One man in how many men is a man 


of sorrows and griefs, and at the same 
time is despised by his fellow men? 
Answer — perhaps 1 in 1,000. 

2. “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and af- 
flicted” (53:4). 

One man in how many carries the sor- 
rows of others for them, and at the same 
time is not esteemed by those whose 
sorrows he carries? 

Answer —1 in 10,000. 

3. “But he was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our in- 
iquities; the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed” (53:5). 

One man-in how many men is con- 
victed of a crime committed by another, 


‘and by his punishment the guilty man 


goes free? 
Answer—1 in 1,000. 

4. “He was oppressed, and he was af- 
flicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he 
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth” (53: 
7). 

One man in how many will suffer op- 
pression and affliction, to death itself, 
without trying to defend himself? 

Answer — 1 in 1,000,000. 

5. “He was taken from prison and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of 
the land of the living” (53:8). 

One man in how many is executed by 
a raob, without trial? 

Answer — 1 in 10,000. 

6. “And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death” 
(53:9). 

One man in how many of our popula- 
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tion is executed as a criminal and buried 
with the rich? 
Answer —1 in 50,000. 


7. “Because he hath poured out his 
soul unto death” (53:12). Christ sweat 
drops of blood. According to physicians, 
death follows quickly after the sweating 
of blood in grief, as the circulatory sys- 
tem has broken down. 

One man in how many has fulfilled 
this prophecy? 

Answer —1 in 1,000,000. 

8. “And he bare the sins of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors” 
(53:12). 

One man in how many, of our popula- 
tion, has borne the sins of many, and at 
the same time has interceded for those 
afflicting him? 

Answer —1 in 10,000. 

One man in how many men the coun- 
try over will fulfill all eight prophecies? 
Applying our principle of probability, 
we must multiply all of the above num- 
bers. The result shows that one man 
in 50,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000 men would fulfill all eight conditions. 
This can also be stated as one man in 
five followed by thirty-four ciphers men. 


Small Chance for Human Accuracy 


Let us take the average population of 
the world, from the time of Isaiah to 
the present as 1,000,000,000, and the 
length of a generation as 30 years. This 
allows about 88 generations, or 88,000,- 
000,000 people who have lived on the 
earth since Isaiah. Dividing this 88,000,- 
060,000 into five followed by thirty-four 
ciphers, we have fifty-seven followed by 
twenty-two ciphers. This means that 
the chance that any man might have 
lived since Isaiah who has fulfilled these 
eight prophecies is only 1 in 570,000,000,- 
000,000,000,000,000. This is a large num- 
ber, as we can easily show. The land 
area of the earth is so large that if we 
divided it into city lots 50 by 150 feet, 
the number of lots would be about the 
same as the number of seconds in the 
6,000 years since Adam. Now suppose 
all of this land were covered with silver 
dollars twelve miles deep, — 570,000,000,- 
000,000,000,000,000 of them, — and one sil- 
ver dollar was marked and a man was 
blindfolded and told to find that marked 
dollar. His chance of getting the right 
one would be the same as the chance 
that a man might have lived who ful- 
filled the eight prophecies above. 

Now these prophecies were either 
given by inspiration of God, or Isaiah 
just wrote them from his own imagina- 
tion. If he wrote them from his own 
imagination, he had only one chance in 
fifty-seven with twenty-two ciphers of 
having the eight come true in any ohe 
man, but they did all come true in 
Christ. 

This means again that the fulfillment 
of these eight prophecies proves, to a 
definiteness which lacks only one chance 
in fifty-seven with twenty-two ciphers 
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of being absolute, that God inspired the 
writing of the Bible. 

But there are several hundred proph- 
ecies regarding Christ’s first advent, 
every one of which qas fulfilled. Let 
us see what happens when we take 
more than eight prophecies. 

Suppose we add eight more prophecies 
to our list and that their chance of ful- 
fillment is the same as the eight just 
considered. The chance that one man 
would have fulfilled all sixteen is one 
in fifty-seven with twenty-two ciphers 
times five with-thirty-four ciphers. This 
is one in two hundred and eighty-five 
with fifty-six ciphers. If we try to vis- 
ualize this as we did before we must 
take a great ball of silver dollars, the 
diameter of which is 2,000,000 times as 
great as our distance from the sun, or 
four times as great as our distance from 
the great star, Sirius. If you can im- 
agine a blindfolded man drawirrg a dol- 





It is an interesting fact, well 
known to workers of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, that several officers 
of the Belgian Army were led to 
study the Bible through the lectures 
and writings of Prof. LaGrange of the 
Belgian military training school in 
Brussels. He argued for the authen- 
ticity of the Bible from a mathe- 
matical point of view. Some of the 
officers came to believe in Christ as 
their Saviour, and were regular at- 
tendants at the weekly services of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission. 

Prof. Stoner is another mathe- 
matician who, following a different 
method and in a fuller measure 
than Prof. LaGrange, upholds the 
infallibility of the Scriptures. Many 
Times readers. will remember his 
two earlier articles, “Twelve Chi- 
nese Students, Genesis, and Christ,” 
and “Science and the First Chapter 
of Genesis” (Dec. 31, 1938, and Jan. 
7, 1939). While in this article he 
deals in stupendous figures, beyond 
our comprehension, yet he uses them 
to demonstrate once again some of 
the wonders of the Word of God. 
In a letter to the Editor he wrote: 
“I was very much pleased to receive 
a letter from one of my Sunday 
school class who was in Wyoming 
for .a short time. He reported hav- 
ing the privilege of holding a meet- 
ing in agown where there had been 
no conversions for more than tén 
years. He used two of these arti- 
cles, had a conversion that night, 
and another followed later. He re- 
ported that every one in that town 
thought that the Bible had long ago 
been proved false, and ail were 
astonished at the evidence which 
he produced. I am pleased to have 
some of my students holding meet- 
ings and winning souls.” 
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lar from this great mass and hoping 
to get the right one, you have a picture 
of the chance any man would have of 
writing sixteen such prophecies as we 
have considered, and having them all 
fulfilled in one man. Certainly God in- 
spired these prophecies. 

In order to extend this consideration 
beyond all bounds of comprehension, let 
us consider forty-eight prophecies sim- 
ilar in their human chance of fulfillment. 

The chance that any one man would 
fulfill all forty-eight is one in one hun- 
dred and seventy-eight followed by one 
hundred and ninety-five ciphers. 

If we wish to interpret this by any 
physical means we must discard the 
silver dollar and take a smaller object. 
Let us take the electron, which is too 
small to be seen, so small that it would 
take 2,500,000.000,000,000 of them laid side 
by side to make a row one inch long. 


Definite Proof of Inspiration 


Using the theory of relativity, space 
has been found to extend 2,000,000,900 
light years in all directions. In other 
words, it would take-light 2,000,000,000 
years traveling 186,000 miles every sec- 
ond to go from us to the limit of space. 
Whether this is true or not does not 
concern us; let us merely suppose that 
we have a solid ball of electrons this size. 
This would not be nearly large enough. 
It would take five followed by sixty-six 
ciphers, balls of this size to hold 178 
with 196 ciphers, electrons. 

If a man could count 500 such balls a 
minute, it would take him five followed 
by fifty-four ciphers times as long as 
the time since Adam to count all these 
balls. 

Now no man could look over this mass 
of electrons, blindfolded, or not blind- 
folded, and pick out the one which had 
been marked. No more could a man 
write forty-eight prophecies and have 
them, all fulfilled in Christ. God gave 
the prophecies. 

I consider this to be, not merely evi- 
dence of the inspiration of the Bible, 
but proof of it,—proof so definite that 
the universe is not large enough to rep- 
resent its definiteness. 

I realize some will say that our esti- 
mates of the probability of the fulfill- 
ment of a prophecy were too large, and 
that some of them are related. I need 
only ask such a man to submit his own 
estimates, and if they are smaller than 
these we need only to add a few more 
prophecies to re-establish the number 
given above. In fact, we have enough 
prophecies regarding Christ’s first com- 
ing, so that if a man wishes to say that 
on the average one man in four fulfills 
any single prophecy, we can still rebuild 
the above number. 

If any man wishes to discredit the 
prophecies regarding Christ, we may 
take those about the Jewish people 
and produce an argument of equal great- 
ness. We may also take the prophecies 


(Continued on page 187) 


o 








‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





a 


rch 2, 1940 








Five Reasons Why Women Should Not Smoke 


Are cigarettes more harmful to women and girls than to men and boys ? 











By Homer Rodeheaver 














articles concerning the results of 

cigarette smoking on the phy- 
sique, brain-power, and ethical stand- 
ards of boys—its effect on the heart, 
the nerves, the brain, the pocketbook, 
moral and spiritual values, the decreas- 
ing of physical resistance to disease, its 
detraction from the appearance of 
health, the dulling of the eyes, the stain- 
ing of the fingers, the muddying of the 
complexion, and the creation of unpleas- 
ant body odors—all this applies with 
equal if not greater force to girl ad- 
dicts. And in addition, because of the 
more finely attuned feminine organism, 


A LL that has been said in earlier 


there are other and even more serious 


penalties. 


Why Should Women Imitate Men? 


To the normal male one of the un- 
solved mysteries is, why should girls 
want to be like men? All right think- 
ing men and boys agree that a gracious 
providence has made womankind 
sweeter and lovelier and on a higher 
ethical plane than themselves; why, 
then, girls and .women should delight, 
as apparently some of them do, in low- 
ering the standards that make them supe- 
rior to men, merely that they may be- 
come their “equals,” is an unanswerable 
question! The institutions for the de- 
velopment of art, culture, and religion, 
the churches, the recital halls, the art 
galleries, are filled with women. Those 
institutions that represent the worst in 
humanity —the saloons, the gambling 
rooms, the jails—are filled with men. 
Then why in the name of common sense 
should the women of these latter days 
want to adopt the habits and customs 
of men? 

The principal bad habits that have 
been increasing among women of our 
land during recent years are gambling, 
drinking, and smoking. With the growth 
of these habits has come a decadence 
in the moral standards that had marked 
American women since the days of 
Plymouth and Jamestown. Women have 
been selling their birthright for these 
three messes of pottage. 

What is going to happen to our civ- 
ilization if women continue to adopt for 
themselves the dirty, uncouth, and vul- 
gar habits of men? I heard a man say 
a very unkind thing about women the 
other day. He said: “Many women try 
so hard to be like men that they forget 
to be gentlemen.” This seems to be a 
harsh word, but I will tell you why he 
said it. ° 
This man does not smoke. Living in 


If one is unaware today of the sad 
and rapid increase in the number of 
women smokers, he must have lived 
in the backwoods. It is scarcely pos- 
sible to travel any distance by bus 
without being forced to view the 
scenery through a blue haze, and in 
most restaurants the lights are 
clouded and the food is flavored with 
tobacco smoke. Many accept this 
modern sign of the abandonment of 
eld standards with a shrug of the 
shoulders, saying, Well, if men can 
smoke, why shouldn’t women? But 
this is a fallacious argument, and in 
this concluding article of his series, 
Mr. Rodeheaver shows why smoking 
is particularly dangerous for women 
and girls. 

The series of four articles is to be 
published as a leafiet, and may be 
obtained at 25 cents a copy from the 
Rodeheaver-Hall-Mack Co., 124 N. 
15th St., Philadelphia; or, 28 E. Jack- 
son Boulevard, Chicago. 








a hotel, and wishing to be free from 
the noxious fumes of tobacco, he finally 
found a place, a secluded room, where 
there was a sign, “NO SMOKING. IN 
THIS ROOM.” With a sigh of relief he 
sat down with his book, hoping to en- 
joy the pure fresh air. A group of 
men walked into the room, started to 
sit down, but observing the “No Smok- 
ing” sign they walked on through the 
other door to a smoking room. Three 
women came in, looked at the sign, gig- 
gled a little, sat down, opened their 
handbags, and took out cigarettes which 
they proceeded to light and smoke. 
Would a gentleman have been guilty of 
such a thing? 


A Stuffy Bus 


Sometime ago I had to go from Cin- 
cinnati to Jellico, Tenn., for a funeral. 
The only way I could get there was by 
bus. I caught a late bus about midnight 
and had to ride until the .next morn- 
ing. Even before we started, the air 
was filled. with the fumes from ciga- 
rettes, cigars, and one bad-smelling pipe 
smoked by a man who sat in front of me. 

In a little while two women got on 
the bus with two babies, one of them 
only six months old. I thought, “Surely 
the presence of these babies will cause 
these people to stop their smoking.” But 
it did not. I tried to find a place in 
the bus where the fumes were least 
dense, but it seemed about all the same. 





Those two little babies with their 
mothers had to sit in that poison-laden 
atmosphere all through the night. 

I wrote a letter of protest to the man- 
ager of the bus company. He sent me a, 
very courteous reply, saying: “I am 
sorry you had to suffer the annoyance 
of the smoke on our bus. This is our 
most serious problem, and, very frankly, 
we do not know how to handle it. We 
could control it to a certain extent un- 
til so many of the women started to 
smoke. By kindly requesting the men 
to refrain from smoking because it was 
disagreeable to women riders, we could 
keep the matter under control; but now 
that women themselves are smoking, 
we are helpless, because they do not 
seem to consider anybody but them- 
selves.” 

Then I recalled the group in that bus. 
In spite of the fact that there were two 
little babies aboard, most of the smoke 
that filled the air was from cigarettes 
smoked by ‘women. 


The Lone Smoker on the Plane 


Still more recently I was on an air- 
plane going from Louisville to Washing- 
ton, D. C. A woman boarded the plane 
with three small children, one an infant 
in arms; another had to be led by hand 
and helped into the plane; the eldest 
was not over five years old. 

This mother with the tiny baby seemed 
to be quite a novelty. The airplane com- 
pany seemed proud that they had con- 
sidered the plane safe enough for so 
precious a cargo, and had even sent 
photographers down to take pictures of 
the mother and three little ones entering 
the plane. The manager of the airport 
was very solicitous. Both the pilots 
were anxious about the comfort of the 
little passengers. The lovely hostess on 
the plane devoted most of her time to 
helping the mother care for and enter- 
tain the little ones. 

On the plane were six men beside my- 
self; all of whom were interested in the 
welfare of the little family. I am not 
sure, but I can easily imagine that or- 
dinarily these men—at least five of 
them out of the six—might have 
smoked; but when they saw these three 
babies, not one of them offered to light 
a cigarette. But as soon as the plane 
got off the ground one woman — the only 
other woman beside this mother and the 
hostess on the plane — asserting her right 
as an American citizen, and because of 
the fact that no one forbade it, appar- 
ently oblivious to the comfort and wel- 
fare of the little children, lit up her 
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cigarette and started to fill the small 
cabin of the plane with the poison fumes. 

Not a man aboard had the moral cour- 
age to protest against this display of 
crass selfishness, because the smoker 
presumably was a “lady,” although any 
one of them would have been quick 
enough to protest such boorishness in 
one of their own sex. 

The same reasons why boys should not 
smoke can be given to girls as reasons 
why they should not smoke. But there 
is one more tremendously important rea- 
son why girls should not smoke. 

First of all, it is bad for your health. 
the poison gas formed by the burning 
of the tobacco and the paper together, 
and the narcotic poison put into the 
cigarette for the purpose of creating a 
habit-forming appetite, affect the system 
of women far more than men. Your 
anatomy is put together so much more 
delicately, and is so much more sensitive 
than that of men, your nervous system is 
so much more finely attuned than the 
nervous system of men, that you are 
much more seriously affected. 

Watch a crowd of men in a restaurant. 
They will light a cigarette, smoke it 
and put it out, while they lunch. As 
they leave, they may light another cig- 
arette. But* observe a party of women 
under similar circumstances. They will 
come in from their offices or their homes, 
light a cigarette, and as they finish one 
they will light another from the end of 
the first, and keep on lighting one from 
the other through the entire meal. Watch 

‘any woman who is a cigarette smoker, 
and.see how soon she becomes a literal 
slave to the habit, and how extremely 
nervous she gets if deprived of the priv- 
ilege of smoking for any length of time. 

In the second place, to most men 
women symbolize daintiness, freshness, 
and purity. This impression is at le&st 
partially destroyed when they begin to 
smoke cigarettes. To one who does not 
smoke, the odor of cigarette smoke is 
certainly far from agreeable. A gruff 
old dentist was cleaning the teeth of 
a prominent society woman in one of 
our large cities. In his abrupt manner 
he said, “You smoke cigarettes,” and 
continued, “you smoke Camels.” 

“Yes,” she replied. “I smoke cigarettes; 
but how do you know I smoke Camels?” 

Said he, “I have cleaned up after 
Camels so many times that I have 
learned to know their tracks.” 

In the third place, it tends to remove 
you from the exalted pedestal of 
womanly modesty and refinement and 
bring you down to the lower level of 
ordinary men. You thoughtlessly de- 
scend from the pedestal of superiority 
upon which men delight to place you, 
and deliberately step down into the mud 
of the street. 

And now as to one of the greatest of 
all reasons why girls should not smoke. 
Many have been saying, “I have just as 
much right to smoke as you men.” From 
the standpoint of the constitutional rights 
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of an American citizen, one will have 
to agree. But the one great and para- 
mount reason why you girls do not have 
the same “right” to smoke as the men 
is that you are to be the mothers of the 
future generation. Hospital records show 
that the infant of a smoking mother is 
always handicapped. In his book, “The 
Cigarette as a Physician Sees It,” Dr. 
Kress _ states: “Experimentation has 
shown that the amniotic fluid, which 
surrounds the unborn babe, of a ‘to- 
bacco-using woman contains nicotine, 
and that the milk from the breasts: of 
a smoking mother likewise contains nico- 
tine.” He quotes Dr. Charles L. Barber, 
in a paper read before a convention of 
the American Association for Medico- 
Physical Research: “A baby born of 
a cigarette-smoking mother is sick. It 
is poisoned and may die within two 
weeks of birth. In such cases the post- 
mortem shows degeneration of the liver, 
heart, and other organs. Sixty per cent 
of all babies born of mothers who are 
habitual cigarette smokers die before 
they are two years old.” 

If this is true—and it must be or 
these doctors would not make these 
statements — it seems to me. not merely 
a misfortune for a young girl to smgke, 
but no less than a lamentable tragedy. 

A short time ago I had a visit with a 
very prominent surgeon who is famous 
throughout the United States for Cz- 
sarian operations and attending mothers 
in childbirth. He said to me: “I am 
very much worried, because there is a 
lovely young woman who lives just next 
door to me, and who is to have a baby 
before long. They will be expecting me 
to take care of her; and I am worried 
both for the sake of the mother and the 
baby, because this girl is an incessant 
cigarette smoker.” 

And finally, from an aesthetic rather 
than a health standpoint: At a function 
in Washington, D,. C., there sat side by 
side one of the most prominent women 
in the political life of the nation, and 
one of the most attractive women in 
the philanthropic work of today. 

The older woman, with the political 
interests, turned to the lovely young 
woman by her side and offered her a 
cigarette. She smiled and said, “No, 
thank you, I do not smoke.” 

The other lady looked at her intently 
and said: “Well, I might have known 
you did not if I had looked at your 
skin before I offered you the cigarette. 
Just look around you at the hard, 
weather-beaten skin of these women 
who are smoking here tonight.” Then 
she added: “I congratulate you, and I 
want to say to you that it is much more 
exclusive now not to smoke than it is 
to smoke.” Then, with a wistful look 
in her eyes, she said to her lovely com- 
panion, “I wish to God I had never 
started the habit myself.” 

So, for the sake of these finest qual- 
ities which men through centuries have 
esteemed most in you; and for the sake 
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of the physical, mental, and spiritual 
effects on future generations, I beg of 
you women to help find the solution of 
this problem. And I beg of you girls 
to have the courage to be even the 
minority crusaders against this habit 
that is bringing such wreckage and 
havoc to many of the finest of our young 
womanhood. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Questions about the Resurrection 
Body in the Millennium 
(Continued from second page) 


view, is that this glorious age described 
in the Scriptures will be fulfilled in 
the new Heaven and the new earth after 
the destruction of the present order of 
things and after the propagating of the 
human race ceases. This view teaches 
that there never will be any peace among 
nations as we know them, but that 
peace will come by the destruction of 
the nations and by peopling the new 
earth with saved men and women in 
their resurrection bodies. 

I believe there are insuperable diffi- 
culties with both these views, the post- 
millennial and the amillennial. 

Over against them the premillennial 
view is that God’s chosen people Israel 
will be restored to the land and will’ 
be the center of universal blessing to 
spread to all the nations of the earth. 
This will not be a “carnal kingdom,” as 
some mistakenly term it, but rather the 
first real spiritual kingdom, here on 
earth. The nations as we know them 
will therefore have a period of peace 
and prevailing righteousness. However, 
it is an enforced righteousness and does 
not mean that all men will be regen- 
erated. As described in Revelation 20: 
7-9 there will be a revolt at the end of 
this period before the final destruction 
of the earth and the creation of the new 
heaven and the new earth. 

You will notice in this view.the unity 
of God’s plan of redemption. It is al- 
ways the Jew first, and then the other 
Gentile nations. When Christ came the 
first time, the Jews as a nation rejected 
him. However, a remnant of the Jews 
accepted him. Through this remnant of 
the Jews have come the marvelous Gos- 
pel blessings of this present age. But a 
time is coming when Israel as a whole 
will be saved. Paul’s argument in Ro- 
mans 11 is that if the present blessing 
of the Gentiles came when Israel fell, 
what will be the measure of the bless- 
ing when Israel is received? If when 
a remnant took Christ the present bless- 
ing resulted, then when Israel as a whole 
is saved, what will it be but “life from 
the dead” (Rom. 11:15). Thus God’s 
missionary plan for this present age, 
as was suggested in the Open Letter you 
referred to in THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs, 
is that the Gospel is to be preached to 
the uttermost part of the earth, result- 
ing, not in the conversion of the world, 
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but in the completion of the Body of 
Christ from every tribe and tongue and 
people. Then when Christ appears Is- 
rael will look on him whom they have 
pierced and will accept him as their 
Messiah and Saviour. This will be the 
final repentance and restoration of Is- 
rael, and will lead to the final blessing 
of all nations. 

Thus we see that the outline of proph- 
ecy and the outline of God’s redemptive 
plan is as follows: 

1. The sin and judgment of Israel. 

2. The sin and judgment of the Gentile 
nations. 

3. The repentance and restoration of 
Israel. 

4. The repentance and blessing of all 
the Gentile nations. 
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When the remnant of Israel accepted 
Christ, this repentance and restoration 
to God’s favor of the remnant led to 
blessing on the Gentile nations in this 
present age. The repentance and res- 
toration of the nation Israel as a whole 
will be followed by the repentance and 
blessing upon all the nations. However, 
this final repentance and restoration of 
Israel will be preceded by the culmina- 
tion of their sins and the culmination 
of their judgment, followed by the judg- 
ment upon the nations which have per- 
secutéd Israel. If you read Romans 9 to 
11 in the light of these suggestions, I 
think you will get new light on God’s 
marvelous grace and his dealings with 
Israel and through Israel with the 
nations. 














Why Christ Died 


An editorial, continued from the second page 
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there, in his voluntarily accepted hu- 
man body of humiliation, despised by 
men and accursed in the sight of the 
Father. He had really “become a curse 
for us; for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). 
God could not look in loving fellowship 
upon this supreme gathering together 
there, in that broken, bleeding human 
body, of the sin of all mankind. God, 
because he is sinless and holy and eter- 
nally hating sin that destroys men and 
would # it could destroy God, must turn 
away his face from the Lamb hanging 
there “who his own self bare our sins 
in his body upon the tree” (1 Pet. 2: 
24); and, for the first time in eternity, 
the Father turned away his face from 
his only Son. 

It had to be so. Sin separates from 
God. The Son of God, having become 
the sin of the world, was separated from 
the Father. But the black horror of 
that tragedy staggers our minds; we can- 
not conceive it. And then came the 
heartbroken, agonizing cry of time and 
eternity: “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” 

We know thé answer'—God’s answer. 
He had turned away from his only be- 
gotten Son, made to be sin on our be- 
half, that he might visit upon him the 
wrath that must otherwise fall upon us. 
In order that we might be spared, God 
“spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all” (Rom, 8:32). 

And so the blow fell. God had struck; 
struck at the most hateful thing in the 
universe, sin; struck at the sin of all 
mankind, as God must do because he is 
holy and loving. But that sin of all 
mankind was there in the body and per- 
son of his enly Son! 

Nineteen centuries before this black- 
est day in history another loving father 





and another loving son were together at 
the place of sacrifice. God was show- 
ing men, njneteen hundred years before 
it occurred, the meaning of Calvary. 
Acting in heartbroken obedience to the 
will of God, “Abraham stretched forth 
his hand, and took the knife to slay his 
son.” Yet in that awful moment, when 
his son’s life trembled in the balance, 
“the angel of Jehovah called unto him 
out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abra- 
ham.” Then came the loving command 
from God, “Lay not thy hand upon the 
lad, peither do thou anything unto him; 
for now I know that thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son, from me.” And Abra- 
ham took the little animal that was 
there at hand, provided by God, “and 
offered him up for a burnt-offering in 
the stead of his son.” 

But this day on Calvary, as God’s hand 
was raised to strike the body of his Son, 
his only Son, there was no one to 
stay his hand. The blow fell; and 
Jesus died. The necessary, righteous, 
loving wrath of God against the sin that 
would destroy God’s children was visited 
in full upon that only Son who hung 
there in the sinner’s place. 

It has been said, and truly, that God 
never strikes twice for the same sin. 
The penalty of the sin of all mankind 
had been paid. “As through one tres- 
pass the judgment came unto all men to 
condemnation; even so through one act 
of righteousness the free gift came unto 
all men to justification of life” (Rom. 
5:18). All men for all time were free 
from the condemnation of sin. Free, 
that is, if they would accept God’s un- 
speakable gift. The freedom was there 
for the taking, for the believing; but 
it was never to be forced upon them. 
Since the Lamb of God took away the 
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sin of the world men go to hell, not be- 
cause they are sinners, but because they 
will not accept God’s freely offered par- 
don of their sin, purchased for them by 
the only begotten Son of God at such 
terrible cost to the Father and the 
Son. 

This, then, is the meaning of the death 
of Christ. This is why the supreme mis- 
sion of Christ was, not his life here on 
earth, but his death here on earth. Not 
because he lived, but because he died, 
we may live—if we accept the result 
of his death. Believers are “reconciled 
to God through the death of his Son” 
(Rom, 5:10). This is why all eternity 
looked forward, and all eternity will 
continue to look backward, to the death 
of Jesus Christ as the supreme redemp- 
tive moment in the history of God and 
man. 

We see now why it is superficial and 
so inadequate to say that the death of 
Jesus is simply an evidence that he was 
ready to show his love for us at any 
cost, even to the laying down of his 
life for us. Many a human being has 
shown his love for others in that way; 
many a martyr has thus died for a 
cause; but no one but God has ever died 
as Christ died. The death of Christ is 
the supreme expression of God’s love for 
us; but what that expression of love 
consisted of, and why it was supreme, 
can be understood only when we accept 
the facts, clearly declared in God’s 
Word, as to Christ our substitute, made 
sin for us, receiving in himself the full 
and necessary and awful wrath of God 
against sin, that we might escape that 
wrath and that death, and live. 

May the Holy Spirit make new to us 
all, with the unsearchable riches of the 
love of God, the meaning of the mar- 
velous Good News, that “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” : 

Will you accept the Father’s unspeak- 
able gift of his Son as your Substitute 
and your Saviour? Do you so accept 
him? If you do, tell him so now, 


w 


You are to follow the divine Light; 
wherever it leads you, in all your con- 
duct. It is God alone that gives the 
blessing. I pray you alweys mind your 
own work, and go on with cheerfulness; 
and God, you may depend upon it, will 
take care of his. Besides, Sir, I perceive 
you would fain convert the world! but 
you must wait God’s own time. Nay, 
if after all he is pleased to use you only 
as a hewer of wood or a drawer of 
water, you should submit,—yea, you 
should be thankful to him that he has 
honoured you so far—William Law’s 
advice io John Wesley in his student 
days. 
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LESSON 11. MARCH 17. CALVARY: TRIUMPH THROUG 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 26:57 to 27:56, printed text, Matthew 
Golden Text.—He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.—Isa. 53:3 








RIFIGE 


@n, M 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 27:33-50 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 27:33 And when they were come unto a place called 
Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 

34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and 
when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 

35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting 
lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture 
did they cast lots. 

36 And sitting down they watched him there; 

37 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS 
JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on 
the right hand, and another on the left. 

39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 

40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it 
in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come 
down from the cross. 

41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes 
and elders, said, 

42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King 
of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will 
believe him. 

43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have 
him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 

44 The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the 
same in his teeth. 

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land unto the ninth hour. 

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, 
This man calleth for Elias. . 

48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and 
filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. 

49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come 
to save him. 

50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up 
the ghost. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


Gate, the holy One who knew no sin 
was made sin (that is, became the sin 


, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt, 27:33 And when they were come unto a place called Gol- 
gotha, that is to say, The place of a skull, 34 they gave him wine 
to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted it, he would 
not drink. 35 And when they had crucified him, they parted 
his garments among them, casting lots; 36 and they sat and 
watched him there. 37 And they set up over his head his accusa- 
tion written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38 Then 
are there crucified with him two robbers, one on the right hand 
and one on the left. 39 And they that passed by railed on him, 
wagging their heads, 40 and saying, Thou that destroyest the 
ttemple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself: if thou art 
the Son of God, come down from the cross. 41 In like manner 
also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, 
said, 42 He’ saved others; “himself he cannot save. He is the 
King of Israel; let him now come down from the cross, and we 
will believe on him. 43 He trusteth on God; let him deliver 
him now, if he desireth him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 
44 And the robbers also that were crucified with him cast upon 
him the same reproach. 

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
Sland until.the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus 


_ eried with -a loud voice, saying, * Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that 


is, My God,.my God, = why hast thou forsaken me? 47 And some 
of them ‘that stood there, when they heard it, said, This man 
calleth Elijah. 48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a 
sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave 
him to drink. 49 And the rest said, Let be; let us see whether 
Elijah cometh to save him. 50 And Jesus cried again with a 
loud voice,.and yielded up his spirit. 
1Or, Sanctuary. *Or, can he not save himself. ®Or, earth. 
4Psa. 22:1. ®Or, why didst thou forsake me? *® Many ancient 
authorities add, And another took a spear and pierced his 
side, and there came out water and blood. See John 19:34. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by .the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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gotha.” The word is translated for us, 


“place of a skull.” It was, apparently, 
the ordinary site where criminals were 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


VENTS were rapidly moving on 
E to the greatest scene of the ages, 

when God’s own Son became the 
sinner’s Saviour by the offering up of 
himself on the cross for our salvation. 
Frankly, I hope no one will misunder- 
stand the title given to this lesson by 
the International Sunday School Com- 
mittee. Calvary was far more than 
Christ’s personal triumph through sac- 
rifice, as many might suppose it to mean. 
He did not have to die to triumph per- 
sonally. Death had no claim upon him. 
But he died’ to win, for us, eternal re- 
demption (Heb. 9:12). 

We may well consider the context 
here, from Matthew 26:57 on to the 
actual lesson for today. 

On Golgotha, the “place of a skull,” 
believed by many to be the skull-like 
hill outside the walls near the Damascus 


offering), that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him (2 Cor. 5: 
21).. Toward this event, all the ages 
past had pointed. To it all the ages of the 
future look back. For there and then 
the sin question was settled to the di- 
vine satisfaction. There Christ by his 
death and wrath-bearing exhausted the 
judgment of God against sin for all who 
repent and believe in his name. 

His be the Victor’s name, 

Who fought’ the fight alone; 
Triumphant saints no honor claim, 
His conquest was their own. 


The Historical Setting 


It was at nine o’clock in the morning 
on Passover day, A. D. 30, that Jesus was 
nailed to the cross. He died at about 
three o’clock in the afternoon. For the 
last three hours a supernatural darkness 
enshrouded the scene, while he drained 
the cup of wrath to the dregs. 


Verse by Verse 
Matt. 27:33—“A place called Gol- 





executed. Jesus was numbered -with 
the transgressors (Isa. 53:12). 


Verse 34.—‘Vinegar to drink mingled 
with gall.” This was a stupefying draft 
designed to lessen physical suffering in 
crucifixion. Jesus refused it. He would 
endure the cross, with all its anguish, in 
full consciousness. Later he drank the 
vinegar, without the additional drug 
(John 19:28, 29). See verse 48 of our 
chapter. 


Verse 35.—“That it might be fulfilled 
which -was spoken by the prophet.” 
Prophecy after prophecy was fulfilled 
to the letter on that day when “they 
crucified him.” 


Verse 36.—‘They watched him there.” 
This refers particularly to the Roman 
soldiers, who, having carried out the 
sentence of crucifixion, now sat down 
and kept guard as Jesus endured the 
agonies of the cross. 


Verse 37.—“His accusation.” It was 
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customary to put up a placard on the 
cross showing why the victim was thus 
condemned to die. Pilate grimly repre- 
sented Jesus as an insurrectionist claim- 
ing to be “King of the Jews.” 


Verse 38.—‘Two thieves crucified with 
him.” It is in Luke’s Gospel (23:39-43) 
that we learn of the repentance of one 
of these and the obduracy of the other. 
Jesus was “in the midst” of these male- 
factors (John 19:18). 


Verse 39.—“Wagging their heads.” An 
expression of amused contempt, designed 
to show their belief that Jesus had now 
been proved to be a mere charlatan. 


Verse 40.—‘Thou that destroyest the 
temple.” They had never been able to 
forgive him for what they considered 
a sacrilegious insult to their sanctuary 
(John 2:19-21), but which they totally 
misapprehended. 


Verses 41, 42.—‘He saved others; him- 
self he cannot save.” This taunt ex- 
pressed a deeper truth than they real- 
ized. Only by his death could he 
redeem mankind. It was because he was 
“the Son of God” he did not “come down 
from the cross.” Had he done so, our 
case had been hopeless! 


Verse 43.—“He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him.” The words were spoken 
in cruel irony. Unconsciously they were 
fulfilling Psalm 22:8. 

Verse 44.—“‘The thieves also, ... cast 
the same in his teeth.” At the begin- 
ning there was no difference in their 
attitude. It was grace that changed one 
of these later on. 


Verse 45.—“Darkness over all the 
land.” The three hours’ darkness told 
of the denser spiritual darkness into 
which Jesus had entered when his soul 
was made an offering for sin (Isa. 53:10). 

Verse 46.—“My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” Now Jesus 
had entered into the awful experience 
depicted in Psalm 22:1-21. Because he 
was bearing our sins, the Holy One had 
to turn away his face, for God cannot 
look upon iniquity (Hab. 1:13). Jesus 
knew the desolation of separation in 
spirit from the divine favor, as he took 
our place in judgment and drained the 
cup of wrath our sins had filled. 

Verse 47.—“This man calleth for Elias.” 
Jesus had cried out in Aramaic, “Eli, Eli,” 
that is, “My God, my God.” One who 
did not understand thought he was cry- 
ing to Elijah for help. 

Verse 48.—“‘A spunge,... filled... 
with vinegar.” This was the sour wine 
of the country used to quench thirst. 

Verse 49.—“Let us see whether Elias 
will come to save him.” The rest, igno- 
rant of Aramaic, still thought he had 
called upon Elijah and tauntingly sug- 
gested waiting to see if any such help 
would come to hint 

Verse 50.—“‘Jesus, .. . yielded up the 
ghost.” That is, he dismissed his spirit. 
The loud cry showed he was not ex- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
11, (25) March 1%7.—Calvary: Triumph 
Through Sacrifice. Matthew 26:57 to 27:56 
12. (26) March 24.—The Sepulcher: Tri- 
umph Over Death. Matthew 27:57 to 28:15 
13. (27) March 31.—The Continuing Task. 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Second Quarter 
1. April 7.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 


2. April 14.—Hosea Tells of God’s For- 
giving Love ...... Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
3. April 21.—Micah’s Vision of Peace . Micah 
4. April 28.—Isaiah Comforts an Afflicted 
People 3 Isaiah 40 
5. May 5.—Isaiah Gives God’s Invitation. 
Isaiah 55 
6. May 12.—Habakkuk’s Faith .....Habakkuk 








hausted. No one took his life. When the 
moment had come to die, he surrendered 
his spirit to the Father. All was fin- 
ished. Atonement was made and his 
sufferings were ended. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ crucified, says the Apostle 
Paul, is the power of God and the wis- 
dom of God (1 Cor. 1:23, 24). This is 
the very foundation of the Christian 
faith. “Christ died”: that is history. 
“For our sins”: that is doctrinal truth 
(1 Cor. 15:3)—the great fact upon 
which our salvation rests. It is all-im- 
portant to see that it was not simply 
the physical sufferings of Jesus that 
atoned for sin. It was what he endured 
in his inmost being in those hours of 
darkness when he was made sin for us. 
What he suffered at the hand of man 
was an expression of Satanic malig- 
nancy and showed up the sinfulness of 
mankind as nothing else could. What 
he endured at the hand of God made 
expiation for iniquity and told out the 
divine love and justice in the fullest 
possible manner. In the work of the 
cross the sin question has been dealt 
with so completely and so satisfactorily 
that the floodgates of mercy have been 
opened wide and all who believe *the 
Gospel may be saved eternally. 

A Lesson Outline 
THE Cross oF CHRIST 

The expression of human wickedness 
(Acts 2:23) 

The manifestation of divine love (Phil. 
2:7, 8) 

The place where peace was made (Col. 
1:20) 

Where our sins were dealt with (Col. 
2:14) 

Where reconciliation between Jew and 
Gentile was effected (Eph. 2:16) 

The theme of the Gospel (1 Cor. 1:18) 

The glory of the believer (Gal. 6:14) 

Where the Christian died with Christ 
‘Gal. 2:20) 

The test of discipleship (Mark 8:34) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Jesus Forsaken of God. This was judi- 
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cial dealing. Jesus as the Son was never 
more precious to the heart of the Father 
than when, as the judge, he had to for- 
sake him and leave him to bear the 
wrath that our sins deserved, in dark- 
ness and desolation, upon the cruel tree 
(1 Pet. 2:24). Because he was there 
forsaken, we who trust him now enjoy 
the divine favor. Because he endured 
the darkness, we may walk in the light 
of God’s unclouded favor. Because he 
died under judgment, we live unto 
righteousness. 


The King of the Jews. Little as Pilate 
realized it, the placard he placed over 
the head of Jesus proclaimed the truth. 
It was the true Son of David who died 
that day —the One who was greeted by 
the eastern strangers as King of the 
Jews when they sought him out in his 


infancy —the One who was rejected .as 


King by the Jews when they cried, “We 
have no king but Cesar’—the One 
who will come again and reign as King 
not only of the Jews, but of all nations 
(Zech. 14:9; Isa. 32:1; Dan. 7:13, 14; 
Rev. 11:15). 


Applications and Summaries 


When Peter followed Jesus to. the 
house of Caiaphas, it showed his love 
for Christ, but when he kept afar off, 
it demonstrated his cowardice and led 
to his denial. Are we glad to share our 
Saviour’s rejection? 

It was contrary to the law for a high 
priest to rend his garments (Lev. 21: 
10). By doing this Caiaphas uncon- 
sciously signified the passing away of the 
Levitical priesthood, which was only 
typical, in order to give place for the 
High Priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Heb. 7:11, 12). 


Jew and Gentile are both charged with 
participation in the death of Christ (Acts 
4:10; 1 Cor. 2:8). Have we owned our 
guilt in this and received him as Sav- 
iour whom we once rejected? 


Peter’s denial was the culmination of 
a course of backsliding, which began 
with spiritual pride and ended in oaths 
and curses as he declared he did not 
even know Jesus. Let us be on our 
guard against the beginnings of declen- 
sion, lest we go on to a fearful fall. 


Remorse is not repentance. The latter 
is a change of mind. But the word used 
in chapter 27, verse 3, is different, and 
means regret. There is no evidence that 
Judas ever faced his sin in the presenee 
of God and sought forgiveness. 


The choice today is still between Ba- 
rabbas, who represents the spirit of 
the world, and Christ, who. stands for 
what is heavenly. Have you made your 
decision and confessed Jesus as your 
Saviour and Lord? 

Only in the work of the cross is there 
salvation for any soul. But through 
what Jesus accomplished therey grace 
flows out to all who believe. 

CHICAGO. 
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Lesson for March 17 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


ID Jesus say he was able to destroy the 
Temple and rebuild it in three days? 
What did he say? . 

2. What does our Lord’s declaration to 
Caiaphas imply? (26:64.) 

3. Why did not the Jews condemn Jesus 
to be stoned to death? 


4. What evidence is there of Peter’s re- 
pentance following his denial? 


5. What of the repentance of Judas? How 
did he prove there was no repentance 
toward God? 


6. Can you mention four witnesses to the 
innocence of Jesus? 


7. What Psalm is linked most definitely 
with the crucifixion of Jesus? 


8. Why did not Christ come down from 
the cross? ; 


9. Why was Jesus forsaken of God? 


10. What great sign took place in the 
Temple that showed the old dispensation 
ended when Jesus died? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 183 of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


An Awful Sight.—Sitting down they 
watched him there (Matt. 27:36). When 
I turn to this word picture in the sacred 
narrative the fact that they are “sitting” 
grips me with a queer kind of feeling. 
I think right away of Carlyle’s descrip- 
tion of the women of Paris sitting and 
knitting as the carts rolled by carrying 
innocent people to executioner Samson 
and his guillotine. 

I have just read in a little popular 
magazine an article by a newspaperman 
who went to see a criminal executed in 
the electric chair. The writer sdys the 
scene of the killing made him sick. All 
the other witnesses before the execution 
‘were served with whisky, which the 
narrator refused. The writer cries, 
“Never again! And you stay away!” 

The execution in the electric chair is 
only a matter of seconds and all done 
in a painful silence, only broken by 
the tread of victim, chaplain, and offi- 
cers of the law. 

Now turn your eyes to that scene out- 
side of Jerusalem. Three crosses, and 
on each one a human being in an un- 
speakable agony. And there these killers 
sit all day, not just a few minutes, as 
“they watched him there.” Hate sitting 
on the side lines watching. 

A world was being saved that day. 
Sin was getting its knockout. The sit- 
downers never knew that, however. Nor 
did they know they were getting that 
for which they asked, “His blood be on 
us,.and on our children” (Matt. 27:25). 

Satan overreached himself. When we 
see the murderer paying the penalty for 
his crime, we realize a little of the bit- 
terness of sin; but when we turn to Cal- 
vary and view the spectacle there, we 
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are overwhelmed by the awfulness of 
that which required such a sacrifice, 

Hell must be something far beyond 
human power to conceive or understand, 
or God would not go to so much pains, 
care, and sacrifice to save his creatures 
from the everlasting sufferings. 


Hate in Action.—He saved others; him- 
self he cannot save (v. 42). Behold the 
Satanic first lord of the killing squad, 
old Devil Hate, not content with watch- 
ing agony in silence during the long 
hours of suffering, becomes vocal. 

Hate “reviles,” “mocks,” and in the 
language of the present day took pleas- 
ure in “rubbing it in.” What a differ- 
ent history of God’s chosen people could 
the sit-downers who “watched him 
there” have been convinced as was the 
Roman centurion executioner. 

Listen! “Now when the centurion saw 
what was done, he glorified God, saying, 
Certainly this was a righteous man” 
(Luke 23:47). “Truly this was the Son 
of God” (Matt. 27:54). 

But the Hate Devil is an old put- 
ter-out-of-the-eyes and these Jewish 
leaders were easy. Hate has been at 
work all down the centuries blinding 
eyes of leadership. That is how England 
lost her rich colonies that became the 
U. S. A, 
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Germany in the World War sang a 
“Hymn of Hate.” This same Germany 
is so blinded by her hate for Jews that 
in spite of God’s warning and history’s 
story she rushes toward | destruction 
(Gen. 12:3; 27:29; Num. 24:9). Ger- 
many should read this Scripture, and 
then take a look at poor old Spain. In 
1391-92 Spain did for the Jews just what 
Germany did in 1937-38. Germany ha 
no colonies, but Spain had all America 
Central and South, and much of the 
U. S. A. As I write behold the Je, 
persecuting Spain torn by civil war, and 
all her wealth gone. Just about th« 
saddest national picture in the world, 
all torn and bleeding. 

Just one difference in belief separates 
Jew and Christian. Both sing the same 
Psalms, venerate and read the same his- 
tory, and believe the same prophecy. 
Both believe there is a Messiah. The 
Jew contends He has not come. The 
Christian knows that he has come and 
is coming again. Why revile the Jew? 

I served a short business apprentice- 
ship with a Jew. His name was Abra- 
ham Rhineheimer. I was just out of 
college and nineteen. In all the years 
since I have never known a finer man. 
He was like a father to me, a country 
boy in a great city. He was an old 
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bachelor, and wanted a boy he could 
like. And I was the boy. Germany 
today is robbing and persecuting many 
an Abraham Rhineheimer, some of their 
best and choicest —and may God have 
mercy on the souls of the “High Com- 
mand”! 


God in the Darkness.—From the sixth 
hour .. 
Three of the most terrible hours in the 
world’s history. To be sure, there have 
been those who have died slowly like 
rats in a‘hole. That poor fellow down 
in Kentucky fast in a cave, some years 
ago. Men and women on board burn- 
ing or shipwrecked boats. Men on bat- 
tlefields. 

But who has hung in the air with 
spikes driven through the tenderest 
nerve centers of hands and feet? And 
who as they faced slow lingering death 
were reviled and mocked by their own 
folks? 

Hebrews sitting gloatingly at watch 
as hated Roman conquerors tortured to 
death another Hebrew who was one of 
the Davidic line (Matt. 1:1; John 7:42). 

Yes, it was a unique situation, but Sin 
is famous for unique situations from the 
Abel murder outside of Eden to the mod- 
ern hellishness of dropping explosives 
upon old folks, women, and children. 

The records says, “There was dark- 
ness over all the land.” In that dark- 
ness was laid the highway to Eternal 
Life. God was in that darkness as in 
all such darkness. 

God has a way of his own to bring 
that which is good out of darkness. The 
city missionary in “The Fool” told the 
little cripple girl, who asked, “If I have 
faith enough will God cure me?” “I do 
not know,” said the Fool, “but if he 
don’t he will give you the grace to carry 
your infirmity and be one of the hap- 
piest little girls in all the world.” (2 
Cor. 12:7-9.) 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
today in the lesson that we are about to 
study, the meaning of Calvary stands forth 
with sharp distinctness. Nowhere has there 
ever been such loneliness; nowhere such depth 
and height of sacrifice. We would humble 
ourselves today before that scene, that tre- 
mendous event, and we would not miss its 
eternal weight of meaning for each one 
of us. The Lord of life gave life by life 
laid down to those who would receive him 
in simple truth. We ask thee, our Father, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to gather 
us into a fellowship of belief in what the Lord 
did for us on Calvary, and may we count 
it a high honor to suffer with him in what- 
ever ways may lie before us. Though he be 
despised and rejected of men, may we not be 
among those who thus reject him. May the 
grief that was his not be increased by the 
attitude of any of us in this room today, and 
if we have hitherto allowed ourselves to be 
among that company of unbelievers, refusing 
to accept the Gospel of his salvation, may 
our eyes be opened, and our spirits enlight- 


. unto the ninth hour (v. 45).- 
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ened so that we may be among those who 
are promised life everlasting. In the name 
of him who is the Life and the Light we pray. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—There is in the les- 
son that we have just studied a brief 
verse which gives light upon the picture 
our imagination frames of that day on 
Calvary. It is the thirty-sixth verse: 
“And sitting down they watched him 
there.” Can you see the cross, with the 
crucified Christ? Can you see the mock- 
ing crowd passing by, and the men sit- 
ting down in curious expectation just 
watching him? Can you see the chief 
priests and the scribes and elders mock- 
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ing him? Can it be that there are those 
right around us, even in this neighbor- 
hood who, if they had had the oppor- 
tunity, would have been on the side of 
those who despised the Lord? And 
when we make the'scene realistic for 
our own day, we begin to wonder just 
where each one of us would have stood 
if we had been in that neighborhood on 
the day of the crucifixion. The world is 
very indifferent today, or very con- 
temptuous, and so sorely needs the tes- 
timony that you and I can give if we 
will but do so, and will pass on to others 
by life and by word the great truths in 
a verse that all of us know, which we 
shall repeat together, John 3:16. Do you 
belong among the “whosoevers” of this 
verse? This is the great question for 
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you just now. Thank God for the sal- 
vation that speaks so clearly out over 
the mocking world, the indifferent world. 
Let us pray that it may be spread abroad 
with power in these needy days. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaning 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word ‘Print.’ 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


“An Unusable Relic”?—And they cru- 
cified him (Matt. 27:35). Men are in- 
creasingly offended by the cross of 
Christ. So are professing Christian min- 
isters. An English minister is quoted 
as saying in the Hibbert Journal: “Long 
regarded as the pivot of the Gospel, the 
doctrine of the atonement raises today 
so many difficulties and so shocks the 
human sense of reasonableness and jus- 
tice that it is quietly left alone by many 
believers as an unusable relic.” It is 
hard to believe that one who takes the 
name of Christ and who professes to 
preach the Gospel could say this in seri- 
ousness. ‘But this minister is, not alone; 
many others are saying the same thing. 
If it were not so, “then is the offence 
of the cross ceased” (Gal. 5:11). But the 
offense of the cross is not ceased, and 
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never will be, until the Lamb of God 
who is also the Lion of Judah shall have 
put all his enemies under his feet. Mean- 
time let us thank God that His reason- 
ableness and justice and longsuffering 
are our salvation—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


The Siamese Boy’s Surrender.—And 
they crucified him (v. 35). Boon Mark, 
now a colporteur in Siam, when he was 
a boy was placed in a missionary school 
because. his father, a police officer, 
wanted him to learn English. He hated 
the Christian atmosphere of the school. 
When given a Bible, he spat upon it, 
and kicked it across the floor. But he 
was firmly persuaded to keep it, so every 
night he placed his Buddhist scriptures 
at the head of his bed and the Bible 
under his feet. He read portions to feed 
his scorn. Then he would laugh at what 
he had read, and spit upon the pages. 
Gradually he got less pleasure out of 
doing this; and when, one memorable 
night, he read the story of the crucifix- 
ion, he quietly laid aside the Buddéhist 
book and placed the Bible at the head 
of his bed. His own ambition had been 
to enter the army, but when he was 
baptized, he decided that the army was 
no place for him; he must become a 
preacher. He studied at the seminary 
in Chiengmai, and then preached; and 
always he used, and still uses, the dis- 
tribution of the Bible as his chief re- 
liance. He preaches in order to intro- 
duce the Book.—From The Bible Society 
Record. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, 
Minn. Prize illustration. 


The Three o’Clock Company.—The 
ninth hour (v. 46). I was just leaving 
the hotel dining room. The orchestra 
was playing “Three o’Clock in the Morn- 
ing.” As I stopped to pay my check a 
big fellow, who had far too many drinks 
in him, said: “That’s my kind of music. 
I belong to the three o’clock in the morn- 
ing crowd, don’t you, mister?” Said I, 
“No, I belong to the three o’clock in the 
afternoon crowd.” He didn’t understand. 
I explained that it was at three o’clock 
in the afternoon when Jesus died on the 
cross for me and all who would believe. 
—From Dr. W. Leon Tucker. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


His “Forgotten” Son—My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me? (v. 46). 
The Holy Spirit wonderfully overrules 
mistakes when he is dealing with souls. 
Dealing with an anxious, inquiring 
woman at the close of a service, I asked 
if she could quote any Scripture. She 
gave John 3:16, but used the word “for- 
gotten” instead of “begotten.” Taking 
advantage of the thought of the word 
I asked her, “Do you know why God 
‘forgot’ his Son?” “No.” “It was because 
the Lord wanted to remember you. God 
in Heaven was willing to part with his 
Son for a little while that he might have 
you forever. He let his Son be envel- 
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oped in terrible darkness, so that he 
might give you a crown of light. He 
let him die so that he could give you 
eternal life. It was for you that God 
‘forgot’ his Son.”—From “Romance of a 
Doctor’s Visits.” Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


No Ordinary Earthquake.—The earth 
did quake, and the rocks rent (v. 51). 
In Fleming’s “Christology” it is stated 
that a deist, visiting the sacred places of 
Palestine, was shown the clefts of Mount 
Calvary. Examining them narrowly and 
critically, he turned in amazement to 
his fellow travelers and said: “I have 
long been a student of nature, and I am 
sure these clefts and rents in this rock 
were never made by nature or ordinary 
earthquake. For by such a concussion 
the rock must have split according to 
its veins, and where it was weakest in 
the adhesion of parts; for this I have ob- 
served to have been done in other rocks 
when separated or broken after an earth- 
quake, and reason tells me it must al- 
ways be so. But it is quite otherwise 
here; for the rocks are split athwart 
and across the veins in a most strange 
and preternatural manner; and there- 
fore,” said he, “I thank God that I came 
hither to see the standing monument of 
a miraculous power by which God gives 
evidence to this day of the divinity of 
Christ."—From “Anecdotes, Moral and 
Religious,” by the Rev. Daniel Smith. 
Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg.; 
and Harold P. Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


Einstein’s Confession.—He is despised 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief (Golden 
Text). The magazine Your Faith quotes 
Einstein as follows: “Being a lover of 
freedom, when the revolution came in 
Germany I looked to the universities to 
defend it, knowing that they had always 
boasted of their devotion to the cause 
of truth; but no, the universities were 
immediately silenced. Then I looked to 
the great editors of the newspapers 
whose flaming editorials in days gone 
by had proclaimed their love of free- 
dom; but they, like the universities, were 
silenced in a few short weeks. Then I 
looked to the individual writers who as 
literary guides of Germany had writ- 
ten much and often concerning the place 
of freedom in modern life; but they, too, 
were mute. Only the Church stood 
squarely across the path of Hitler’s cam- 
paign for suppressing truth. I never had 
any great interest in the Church before, 
but now I feel a great affection and 
admiration, because the Church alone 
has had the courage and persistence to 
stand for intellectual truth and moral 
freedom. I am forced to confess that 
what I once despised I now praise un- 
reservedly.” Professor Einstein is an 
outstanding example of an otherwise in- 
telligent person despising a worth-while 
thing. . . . The prophet Isaiah gives 
prophetically the language which the 
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remnant of Israel will use when the 
manifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in glory occurs to establish his kingdom. 
Among other things they will say, “He 
is despised and rejected of men; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not” (Isa. 53:3).—From Now. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe SuN- 
DAY ScHooLt Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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Simple Studies = 
Hebrews. 190 pages. ‘ 
Cloth $1.25; paper 
BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH 
PLUS NOTHING 
Simple studies Ae Galatians. 107 pages. 
Cloth $1.00; paper 50c. 
CHRIST IN THE PSALMS 
173 pages. Cloth $1.00; paper 60c. 
BIBLE QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
This book a library within itself. 429 
pages. Cloth $1.50; paper 75c. 
GOD’S PROPHECIES for PLAIN PEOPLE 
240 pages. Cloth $1.25; paper 75c. 
SIMPLE STUDIES IN DANIEL 
117 pages. Cloth $1.00; paper 50c. 
SIMPLE STUDIES IN MATTHEW 
330 pages. Cloth $1.50; paper 75c. 
SIMPLE STUDIES IN ROMANS 
231 pages. Cloth $1.25; paper 75c. 
THE UNVEILING OF JESUS CHRIST 
Simple studies in Revelation. 
132 pages. Cloth $1.00; paper 50c 
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Devotional Messages for 


LENT AND EASTER 


THE SIX MIRACLES OF CALVARY 
By William R. Nicholson 
James M. Gray challenged “the world of Christian 
literature to produce in the same compass, anything on 
the redemption mysteries of the crucifixion of Christ, 
comparable in spiritual interest ot and ppwer. m & pages, 
art stock covers - 2oc 


THE GOSPEL IN THE CRUCIFIXION 
By George E. Guille 
This unfolding of the deep meanings in the many de- 
tails of the crucifixion is one of the most extraordinary 
and valuable ever given. 32 pages, art stock covers, 1§6 


FACING CALVARY 
By Willim Evans 
Revealing the depth and comfort of Christ's prayer in 
the r7th chapter of John. gx pages, art stock covers, 466 


NOT HERE — BUT RISEN! 
By Herbert Lockyer 


Shows the believer’s position in Christ, resulting ina 
sanctified walk. 16 pages, art stock covers - ec 


VISITING THE EMPTY GRAVE 
By Herbert Lockyer 
Comfort and encouragement for the reader as he 
realizes that Christ was triumphant over death and the 
grave. 16 pages, art stock covers : - 106 


THE EMPTY TOMB 


Resurrection realities made plain 
Moody, Spurgeon, and ethene, 
covers 


by Maclaren, 
128 pages, art stock 
. ° 20¢ 


CALVARY’S CROSS 


Seasonal sermons by Moody, Ryle, Spurgeon, Tal- 
mage, and others, holding up Christ as our substitute. 
128 pages, art stock covers - - 20c 


THE CROSS OF CHRIST 
By James H. Todd 
A study of the Atonement upon Calvary as the 
crowning act in God’s plan of redemption. 128 pages, 
de luxe gift edition, art stock covers - + gse 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


A beautiful lesson for the Scripture- 
graph. A dark sky, a gray hill, three 
crosses showing dimly. You can embel- 
lish the scene if you wish. The most 
artistic ‘Scripturegraph picture I have ever 
seen was the crucifixion, developed by 
Mrs. Carl D., Wolf, Box 793, Tulare, Calif. 
She may be able to send you a pattern 
for it. 











VERY one of you must have heard 

that Christ died for sinners, and we 
are all sinners. This morning our les- 
son is the story of Christ’s.death on the 
cross of. Calvary. 

After Judas betrayed the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the garden of Gethsemane, the 
wicked crowd took him into Jerusalem 
to the high priest’s house, where they 
asked him questions, and brought. false 
witnesses against him. In the morning, 
they took him to. the governor’s house, 
Pilate’s palace. Pilate tried to find: out 
what the Lord Jesus had done that was 
unlawful, and after asking him ques- 
tions, he brought him out to the Jewish 
mob and told them he. could find no 
fault in him. He said he would set him 
free at the feast time as that was a cus- 
tom, but they cried out to crucify Jesus 
and set Barabbas, a robber, free. 

So Pilate, willing to please the people, 
took a basin and washed his hands be- 
fore them all, and said, “I am innocent 
of the blood of this just person: see ye 
to it.” -~He would not céndemn Jesus, 
and yet he turned him over to be killed. 
He commanded the soldiers to whip him 
terribly, which they did. Then the sol- 
diers took him and pvt on him a scarlet 
robe, and a crown of t‘:orns on his head, 
and a reed in his hana, aiid they mocked 
him, bowing before him and crying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” They spit 
on him; they pulled out his beard; they 
struck him on the head. with. the reed. 
After all this abuse, they-put. his own 
garments on him, and led him forth to 
be crucified. 

Some day those’ Roman soldiers who 
mocked and jested at the Lord Jesus 
Christ are going to stand~ before the 
great white throne to be condemned to 
hell forever. Some day. poor weak 
Pilate is going to stand in the same 
place. Then the crucified One will be 
on the throne and they will be the con- 
demned ones. How awful it will be for 
them in that day! -Some day those 
Christ-rejecting Jews will stand again 
with the Romans and be cast into hell 
forever to be with them, the Romans 
that they hated. 

When they led a man out to crucify 
him, they made him carry: his own cross, 
but they had so abused Jesus that he 
could not carry his cross, and Simon, a 
Cyrenian, was made to carry -it for 
him. When they had come out to the 
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hill which is called in the Hebrew, Gol- 
gotha, and in the Latin, Calvary, they 
crucified him, nailing him to the cross, 
with a thief on a cross on each side of 
him. There were three crosses standing 
on a lonely hill, with the Son of God 
dying on the middle cross. No wonder 
the sun was darkened, and the earth 
trembled! And Jesus died for each one 
of us. 

We are all sinners, because we have 
wicked hearts. We are not sinners be- 
cause we do wrong things, but we do 
wrong things because we are sinners. 
Every one of the people in the world 
would have had to die forever for his 
or her own sin if Christ had not died on 
Calvary. Because of his death, we can 
accept him as the One who died in our 


place, and we shall not have to die. He 


is our Substitute. If we refuse to accept 
him, then we will have to die for our 
sin. We have that great verse we almost 
all know, for our Memory Verse today, 
John 3:16. How many of you are go- 
ing to accept that “only begotten Son” 
which God in his love sent to earth? 

I hope every one of you accept him 
today. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 


bd 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The horror side of the cross. 
Discussion: Suppose we had lived in 
Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion, 
where would we have been in the crowd? 


Objective: Stay on the right side of the 
cross. 











AY, fellows, nothing was ever more 

beastly cruel than the putting to 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
took the Prince of Heaven like a crim- 
inal and with fiendish delight placed 
him on a cross and drove the cold steel 
through his palms and let him hang 
there and die. Then they sat and 
watched him in his death throes of agony 
and when he cried out with consuming 
thirst they gave him vinegar on a 
sponge. Meanwhile they taunted him 
and reviled him and kicked up the dust 
in devilish glee. There are no words 
cruel enough or black enough to paint 
the picture. It is all-too horrible to con- 
template. 

Yet we must look upon that picture, 
fellows, for it is only thus that we can 
realize how horrible sin is in God’s sight. 
It required Jesus’ death on the cross 
to make it possible for you and me to 
stand before a just God, cleansed of our 
sin. Only the cruel cross can show how 
heinous is sin in God’s sight. Only the 
cruel cross can give us a hint of the 
love of God for the sinner. 

As we look amazed upon the scenes at 
Calvary, so graphically described in the 
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Gospels, we wonder how human beings 
could have taken part in them. 

Next time you are tempted to sin, re- 
member that every time you yield you 
are contributing your part to the awful- 
ness of Calvary. I believe that reminder 
will help to restrain you. Surely it 
will! And if you resist, and yield not 
to temptation, you come into the bless- 
edness of Calvary and the resurrection, 
and that means you are living in the 
power of the resurrection life of Jesus. 
It will be victory instead of defeat. It 
will be Peter at Pentecost instead of 
Peter in the courtyard of the high priest’s 
palace. 

Calvary stands for all that is most 
precious to us sinners, fellows. Let us 
watch and pray that we keep on the 
right side of the cross. 

SARASOTA, FLA. 

we 


. ’ . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 179) 
1. No. He said if they destroyed the 
Temple, he would raise it in three days. 


2. That he is to come again in power and 
great glory. 


3. Because they had no authority under 
Roman law to do this. 


4. He went out and wept bitterly. 


5. It was only remorse. He died a sui- 
cide. 


6. Pilate’s wife, Pilate himself, the peni- 
tent thief, and the centurion at the cross. 


7. Psalm 22, called “the psalm of the 
cross.”’ 


8. Because if he did, 
not be obtained. 


9. Because he was bearing our sins. 


10. The veil of the Temple was rent in 
two from the top to the bottom. 
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My Class of Girls ’ 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


redemption would 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls realize that 
Christ died for them in order that he 
might live in them. 


Activity.—The love of Christ at Calvary 
can never be fully explained, but we who 
teach may find rich inspiration through 
additional Bible study. for this lesson 
(Exod. 40; 1 Kings 8; Isa. 53; John 17; 
Rom. 5 and 6; Heb. 9*and 10). 

Use a red heart for the poster, with 
“heart verse” (Psa. 34:18). 


Memory Verse.—‘‘God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life’ 
(John 3:16). 











IRLS, what should Calvary mean to 
you? Let us make the answer per- 
sonal. Through the message of Calvary 
I should: 
Know God. 
Believe in Christ. 
Realize that God loves me (John 17: 
26). 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. Why did Christ come to earth? He 
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came to glorify God (John 17:4; 19:30). 
As Moses finished the Tabernacle in 
order to glorify God, Christ, for the same 
reason, finished his life in the tabernacle 
of his body (Exod. 40:33; Heb. 9:11, 12). 

2. Why was it necessary for God the 
Son to die? He died for us in order that 
he might live in us (Rom. 5:10; Heb. 9: 
11-15; 10:10). 

3. Why was he crucified? Christ could 
not have died from accident or physical 
defect. He must willingly become a sac- 
rifice to the whims of men who did not 
understand him (Luke 23:34a). His 
death needs must lift him above the 
earth in order to attract man’s attention 
toward God (John 3:14; 12:32). 

4. How did Christ’s death atone for 
our sins? Review the Hebrew object 
lessons of the annual atonement (Lev. 
16; Heb. 9 and 10). 

5. What is that eternal life which be- 
lievers in Christ receive? Eternal life 
is a present and an everlasting knowl- 
edge of God and his Son (John 17:3). 

6. How did early Hebrews gain such 
knowledge of God? This came through 
worship: Altar (Psa. 43:4); Tabernacle 
(Exod. 40); Temple (1 Kings 8:1-21); 
instruction in spiritual matters (Ezra 
7:10);. personal communion (Isa. 6:5-8). 

7. How do we gain such knowledge? 
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Through worship we, too, may recognize 
the glory of God in Christ (Heb. 10:1; 
John 14:9; 17:24). 

Now let us contemplate some of the 
afflictions which Christ endured. Look’ 
up and apply all of the illustrative verses 
and find others. 

1. “Sought false witness against Jesus, 
. . - but found none” (Matt 26:59, 60; 
1 Tim. 6:13). 

2. “Spit in his face, . . . smote him 
with ... hands” (Matt. 26:67; Isa. 53:5). 

3. “Put on him a scarlet robe” (Matt. 
27:28; Isa. 61:10). 


4. “Platted a crown of thorns” (Matt. 
27:29; Gen, 3:18). 

5. “Bowed the knee . . . and mocked” 
(Matt. 27:29; Phil. 2:10, 11). 

6. “Gave him vinegar to drink” (Matt. 
27:34, 48; Prov. 25:20-22; Luke 23:34). 

Listen to the caustic mockery ! 

1. “If thou be the Son of God, come 
down” (Matt. 27:40; 4:7). 

2. “And we will believe” (Matt. 27:42; 
John 3:12; 6:29-37). 

From his birth to his death Christ was 
considered (Luke 2:20; 23:47). More 
than that, from eternity to eternity peo- 
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ple needs must consider the Lord (Gen. 
3:8; Rev. 22:3). At Calvary, during the 
climax of history, even Christ’s enemies 
considered him. 

High Priest — “What think ye?” (Matt. 
26:66; 16:13; 22:42.) 

Mob— “He is guilty of death” (Matt. 
26:66; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

- + * + a 

Pilate — “What shall I do then with 
Jesus?” (Matt. 27:22.) 

Mob — “Crucify him” (Luke 23:21; 1 
Tim. 1:15). 

Hear Christ’s testimony regarding him- 
self. 

High Priest —“Tell us whether thou 
be the Christ, the Son of God” (Matt. 
26:63, 64). 

Jesus — “Thou hast said.” 

* x + * ” 

Pilate—“Art thou the King of the 
Jews?” (Matt. 27:11.) 

Jesus — “Thou sayest.” 

* a * * * 


“Jesus, when he had cried again with 
a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, 
behold, the veil of the temple was rent 
in twain” (Matt. 27:50, 51). 

The veil which had separated ordi- 
nary people from the Holiest Place was 
gone, making it possible for believers 
to “sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:5, 6). Girls, do 
you understand what this privilege 
may mean to you? The Lord Jesus 
Christ is your High Priest, and you can 
meet personally with him. 

A sign on a welding shop in a small 
California town reads, “Wr WELD Every- 
THING BUT A BROKEN Heart.” No human 
being, no social or economic scheme, no 
scientific process can alleviate spiritual 
heart trouble. But God in his Word has 
assured us that he cannot only “weld,” 
but, much better than that, he can trans- 
form broken hearts (Psa. 34:18). 

How is this possible? God permitted 
his heart of love to be wounded at Cal- 
vary for us (Psa. 69:20). Have you 
reciprocated that love? 

Review the series of hearts and let one 
of the girls add the crimson heart to 
the poster to show that our human ills 
may be remedied by the Lord’s personal 
love (John 3:16).° (See Lesson 1 for 
details.) 

Next week we shall review the great- 
est victory ever won, the victory of 
Christ over sin and death. Learn John 
11:25, 26. 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 


CurRIsTIAN' YouTH is THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL TIMES paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for ten weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 








Lesson for March 17 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 24. Easter: Love Invincible. Luke 24:46, 
47; Matt. 28:1-10. 
Sunday, March 17 


Introduce Your Friends to Christ 
(John 1:35-46) 





Mon.—A transformed servant (Philem. 8- 
21). 

Tues.—Christ’s mission to save (Matt. 18: 
11-14). 

Wed.—Blessing of soul-winning (Jas. 5: 
19, 20). 

Thurs.—A tragic condition (Psa. 142:1-4). 

Fri—A heathen won by kindness (2 
Kings 5:14-19). 

Sat.—One whom Christ won (John 8:1-11). 











6¢E_JADN’T I better tell Sister about 
Jesus?” abruptly asked a boy of 
ten of a guest in the home. 

The sister, some years younger, was 
in an upper room asleep, and the boy 
had been telling of his admiration for 
her. The guest, thinking to draw out 
the boy, asked why he should tell his 
sister. This was the boy’s reply: 

“Father never told me, Mother didn’t, 
and my teachers at school never said 
anything about Christ to me, and I 
wouldn’t have given my heart to Jesus 
but for what you told me in Sunday 
school last Sunday. Maybe nobody will 
tell Sister; don’t you think I had _bet- 
ter?” 

we 

The Issue.——Perhaps some of our re- 
luctance to speak personally to others 
about the Lord Jesus Christ comes from 
a failure to recognize what is at stake. 
God’s Word offers only two possibilities 
for all mankind. One is eternal life, and 
the other eternal death and separation 
from him. No matter how fine a person 
our friend may be, morally or socially, 
if he has not accepted Christ as his 
personal Saviour he is eternally lost. “He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him” (John 3:36). Do 
you really believe that with all your 
heart? If you do, you will not be able 
to stand idly by and let a single friend 
go down into a Christless grave without 
some warning from you. 

4 

The Constraint. — Introducing our 
friends to Christ is more than a mat- 
ter of mere willingness or option. It is 
a definite commission and a constraint. 
Paul says, “For the love of Christ con- 
straineth us,” and, “Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us” (2 Cor. 5:14, 
20). If we really love the Lord Jesus 
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and his love is filling our hearts, we 
will be impelled to speak to our friends 
about him. And contrariwise, if we 
feel no urge to speak to others about 
Christ, we may well question the sin- 
cerity and virility of our love for him. 
ve 

The Goal.—Let us keep ever before 
our eyes the real purpose of introduc- 
ing others to Christ. It is not to have 
them join our young people’s society or 
become a member of our church or to 
become more religious. All of this may 
properly follow, but the first and all- 
important consideration is that the one 
whom we introduce to the Lord Jesus 
may get to know him. When this does 
not occur we have failed. It is even 
possible sometimes to be misled into 
winning others to ourselves rather than 
to Christ. 

pd 


The Equipment.—God does not put a 
premium on lack of training. But let 
us not get thé mistaken notion that we 
cannot win others for him until we 
have had a certain amount of school- 
ing and training. The Lord Jesus be- 
gan, you will remember, with: a little 
group of simple, ignorant fishermen, and 
then sent them out to be his. witnesses. 

The equipment he asks of us is very 
simple. First of all we must know him 
ourselves. You cannot introduce an- 
other to him until you first know him, 
any more than you could introduce a 
friend of yours to the President of the 
United States if you were not personally 
acquainted with the President. 

We must know his Word. This is axio- 
matic, for we cannot really know Christ 
until we know his Word. And in in- 
troducing others to him, the use of the 
Scripture is usually of vital importance. 

The third part of our equipment is 
prayer. We need the Holy Spirit to 
direct us to whom to speak, and when 
to speak, and what to say. That help 
comes as we ask God for it and trust 
him to supply it. 


The Result.—In fishing, the result is 
the catch. Simply feeding bait to the 
fish will never fill your basket. ‘There- 
fore if we are to be real fishers of men 
we must, wherever possible, land our 
catch. Speaking to others about Christ 
and witnessing for him is important, 
but the job is not done until, the one 
with whom you are dealing is brought 
to a definite decision to accept Christ. 

Let us not be discouraged, however, 
when sometimes there is apparent fail- 
ure. Seeds have been known to lie many 
days without germinating. Just so, the 
seed of the Word may take some time 
to spring into life. Trust the Lord of 
the harvest to cause the seed to grow, 
and go on sowing. 

ye 

The Reward.—While in introducing 
others to the Lord Jesus we are to be 
prompted by our lové for him and 
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way to earn nee for churches or 
clubs than with the aid of our co-operative 
plan. Women everywhere accept Gott- 
schalk’s Metal Sponge as the foremost 
metal scouring device. They buy this time 
and labor saver without hesitation. A sale 
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reckon not the cost or the reward, never- 
theless God’s Word does speak of defi- 
nite rewards for winning others to 
Christ. Here are a few of them: 

“He that winneth souls is wise” (Prov, 
11:30), said the wise man. 

“Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters” (Isa. 32:20). 

“They that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psa. 126:5, 6). 

“Let him know, that he which con- 
verteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins.” 

“They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
wg 


Prophetic Conferences 
This Spring 


N ANSWER to the question of the day, 

“What’s ahead for the world?” a series 
of seven prophetic conferences will be 
sponsored in the following key cities 
across the United States this spring by 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. 
Coming directly after the International 
Prophetic Conference held last fall in 
New York City, these conferences give 
promise of turning widespread public at- 
tention to the truths of the prophetic 
Word. 


March $1 te April 5.—Boston; Park Street 
Congregational Church. Speakers: Bishop Wil- 
liam Culbertson, Morris  Gordin, the. Rev. 
Vance Havner, Dr. Will H. Houghton, the Rev. 
Ralph G. Turnbull. 


April %-12.—Harrisburg, Pa.; Otterbein 
United Brethren Church, 3rd and Peffer Sts. 
Speakers: Morris Gordin, the Rev. C. B. Nord- 
land, Dr. W. H. Rogers, the Rev. Ralph G. 
Turnbull. f 

April 14-19.—Philadelphia; Bethany Collegi- 
ate Presbyterian Church, 22nd and Bainbridge 
Sts. Speakers: Morris Gordin, Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, the Rev. C. B.: Nordland, Dr. H. J. 
Ockenga, Dr. W. H. Rogers, Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith, the Rev. Ralph G. Turnbull. 


April 14-19.—Washington, D. C.; National 
Memorial Baptist Church, 16th St. and Colum- 
bia Road. Speakers: Morris Gordin, Dr. Will 
H. Houghton, the Rev. C. B. Nordland, Dr. 
H. J. Ockenga, Dr. W. H. Rogers, Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith, the Rev. Ralph G. Turnbull. 


April 21-25.—Detroit; Cass Technical High 
School Auditorium, 2nd Blvd. and Vernor 
Highway. Central Presbyterian Church, 2nd 
Blvd. and Grand River Ave. Speakers: Dr. 
Carl Armerding, Morris Gordin, Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, Dr. Paul S. Rees, Dr. W. H. Rogers, 
the Rev. Ralph G. Turnbull. 


April 28 to May 3.—Minneapolis; Covenant 
Tabernacle Church, 810 South Seventh St. 
Speakers: Dr. Archer E. Anderson, Morris 
Gordin, Dr. Will H. Houghton, Dr. Harold L. 
Lundquist, the Rev. C. B. Nordland, Dr. W. H. 
Rogers, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, the Rev. Ralph 
G. Turnbull. 


April 28 te May 3.—St. Paul; First Baptist 
Church, 499 Wacouta St. Speakers: Dr. Archer 
E. Anderson, Morris Gordin, Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, Dr. Harold L. Lundquist, the Rev. 
Cc. B. Nordland, Dr. W. H. Rogers, Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith, the Rev. Ralph G. Turnbull. 
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When Johnny Duck Found Water 
By the Rev. Jacob Unruh 


OHNNY DUCK, like all other ducks, 
J loved water, and like all other ducks 
he was happiest where he could find 
plenty of water. His father and mother 
had come from the far South early in 
spring, and after searching carefully had 
found a safe hiding place for their nest 
in a clump of high grass and bushes 
near a pond filled with water of the 
melted snow. 

After they had carefully built their 
nest with grass, and feathers plucked 
from their breasts, and nine bluish green 
eggs had been laid, Mother Duck never 
left her nest except to find something to 
eat. At such times she carefully cov- 
ered the eggs with grass and feathers so 
no passerby would be able to see them. 

One day after Mother Duck had sat 
on her nest four whole weeks she heard 
a faint “pick, pick” and then very soon 
some little voices, “Peep, peep, peep, 
peep.” Johnny Duck and his little 
brothers and sisters were hatching — 
nine little brown and _ gold-spotted 
woolly babies. Soon Mother Duck took 
them from the nest. 

Johnny was quick to learn, and soon 
could swim on the pond with great ease. 
His mother taught them the signal of 
danger, and when she would take them 
into the fields to look for food, and she 
saw the farmer boys or something that 
looked dangerous, she would give one 
quick call and Johnny and the other 
ducklings could not be easily found, for 
they would crouch as close to the ground 
as they possibly could, and hardly 
breathe at all until their mother called 
again. 

With the coming of warmer weather 
and the warm summer winds came dan- 
ger to Johnny’s family. With no sign 
of rain to replenish the pond, the water 
became less and less, and the pond grew 
smaller each day. Johnny’s mother, 
sensing the danger, took them for long 
walks, looking for more water, but she 
always brought them back to the home 
pond. She tried to teach Johnny and 
the rest of her family to fly, but they 
were too young, and, try as they would, 
they could not. So one day when the 
water was all gone Mother Duck left 
her family and flew away where she 
could find water. Johnny and his eight 
brothers and sisters walked, or rather 
waddled, from one place to another, 
over many hills and through many val- 
leys, but no water could be found. They 
were almost ready to die because they 
had had no drink for a long time. They 
saw many of their friends who had died 
of thirst. 


One day when they were almost ready 









































































Lesson for March 17 


to give up Johnny Duck and ‘all his 
sisters and brothers decided to go to 
the farmer’s well. 

And that is how we found Johnny and 
his family, like nine little soldiers 
marching in to surrender; and that is 
how Johnny finally found water, for 
we made a little pen where we kept 
them until they could fly, and where 
we fed them and gave them. water to 
drink. 

And I often think of Johnny Duck 
and how he found the water that saved 
his life when I see the lost come to 
Jesus the Fountain of Living Water, and 
I think of how I came to Christ when 
I was perishing in sin. He found me and 
I found life in him. 

“I came to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving stream; 


My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him.” 


Fortuna, Mo. 
we 


Do Prophecies Prove the 
Bible's Inspiration 
(Continued from page 173) 


regarding cities and countries, most of 
which have been fulfilled, many being 
fulfilled in our own day, and all of 
which are well known historical facts, 
and we can again reproduce the numbers 
given above. 

In fact, if you wish to consider all 
these kinds of prophecy you must mul- 
tiply your results together to get a com- 
plete picture of how definitely the Bible 
proves itself to be the Word of God. ; 

I earnestly entreat anyone doubting the 
Bible to weigh whatever evidence he has 
against the evidence here presented. 

These articles have only touched on 
a very small part of the great store of 
evidence proving the Bible to be in- 
spired. They have been written with 
the hope that they may add in some 
small way to the literature on this sub- 
ject and be of service in leading some 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

May it help you to “be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is 
in you” (1 Pet. 3:15). 


PASADENA, CALIF. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

ons, issued by the International Sunday 
hool Lesson Committee. 


March 11 to 17 


Mon.—Matthew 27:33-44. Jesus on the Cross. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They crucified 
him.” He who made Heaven and earth 
lived in this scene, and submitted to 
death, even the death of the cross. Our 
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blessed Lord by yielding up his body for 
our eternal salvation ever will be the 
wonder of wonders as we come to ap- 
preciate the effects of his atoning death. 
Hell’s weapons were turned upon itself; 
death’s. keys were wrested from Satan; 
the grave was spoiled; and humanity was 
raised, exalted, and glorified in Heaven. 
The blessed, crucified Jesus forever will 
be our only reason for ‘being in Heaven. 
Pray for New England Fellowship,s Park 
St., Boston, Mass. 
Tues.—Matthew 27:45-56, 
Triumph through Sacrifice. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Truly this was 
the Son of God.”  Christ’s sufferings 
ended in perfect triumph. All the gales 
of hell had been weathered; infinite dif- 
ficultiés in man’s salvation had been 
removed, and the Kingdom that shall 
last forever had been established: When 


the Son of God said, “It is finished,” the 


one sacrifice for sin forever had been 
offered and accepted, and proffered to 
sinners. Pray for Chinese Foreign Mis- 
sionary Union, 4714 Spaulding Ave., 
Chicago. 


Wed.—Hebrews 12;1-6. Enduring the Cross. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS:. He endured. 
Christ withstood all the shocks of earth 
and hell. The almost infinite weight of 
grief, sorrow, and guilt was borne in 
incomparable suffering with incompa- 
rable strength. Eternal justice boré down 
upon his soul, but he endured. He met 
the whole confederacy of earth and hell, 
and won. Eternal redemption is ours 
because he bled. Pray for European 
Evangelistic Fellowship, 20 Algie St., 
Glasgow, Scotland. 


Thurs.—Psalm 22:1-8. A Cry of Anguish. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” The 
punishment meted out to Christ our 
Substitute is incomprehensible. “We do 
not know, we éannot tell, what pain He 
had to bear.” No suffering soul will 
ever be able to know experientially the 
anguish that pierced his holy soul. He 
was forsaken for a “little moment” that 
God might not hide his face from us 
forever. Pray for Gospel Furthering 
Fellowship, 42. Ralston Avenue, Oak- 
mont, Pa. 
Fri.—1 Peter 1:13-20. 
Redemption through the Cross. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Redeemed . . 
with the precious blood of Christ.” The 
holy teaching cf Christ illuminates; but 
it is only the blood of Jesus Christ, ‘God’s 
Son, that cleanseth from all sin. The 
Substitute had to die in order to bring 
us to God. ‘What He did on the cross 
purchased our. redemption. His word 
lights; his blood alone saves. Pray for 
Hebron Mission, 1200 State St., Santa 
Barbara, Calif. 
Sat.—Luke 14:25-35. 
The Cross in Discipleship. 
PRAYER SucctstTions: “Whosoever doth 
not, bear his ¢ross, and come after me, 
cannot be my-disciple.” It was not with- 
out suffering that Christ assumed our 
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For Sale or for Personal Use 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick and sorrowing, birthday, Easter,etc.,many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christtan people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—not found in stores— 
Boxed and Unboxed—good profit—no investment 
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Money Making Opportunity 


Popular household paper products, reasonably 
priced, sell quickly, make good profits and repeat 


Samples of 10¢ Handy. Wacks Waxed Pay 
many other fast selli FREE... Write 


er and 
ng articles 


HANDY WACKS CORPORATION 
SPARTA, MICHIGAN 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 








MATERIAL FOR EASTER PROGRAMS 


New catalogue of service-programs, descrip- 
F R E E tions of Pageant Cantata. Book of dramas. 
NEW-EASTER HELPER No. 26—Only 25c. 139 selec- 
tions, recitations, specials with action, pantomimes, 6 
songs. Not sent for examination. 
FAIREST aoe JESUS. Easy pageant cantata (12 
characters) 3' 
THREE PRAMAS in one book. All interesting and im- 
pressive. 25c. Send for examination copies. 
SPECIAL OF FER. Send 30c for one each of 
above. Value 80c. Only one to each School. 





1372 28 E. Jackson Bivd., Chicago, itl. 
Suite 772 124 N. 15th St., Philadeiphia, Pa. 











for EASTER 


Gifts that will be appreciated 
Sherrill Blandon’s Call 
By Zenobia Bird 


‘Because of the varied, real life problems and 
the way in which Sherrill meets these puzzling 
situations young folks and parents will respond 
to the everyday adventures, perils =e $1. 50 
aspirations." Moody Monthly. 








Other Books by Zenobia Bird, ea. $1.50 
Stoke of Briar Hill 
Sally Jo 
Under Whose Wings 
The Return of the Tide 
Eyes in the Dark 


AT ALL BOOK STORES 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO. 


158 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 









With the 8th 
Annual Christian 
Fellowship Cruise 
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AN ALASKA CRUISE IN ITSELF is different and fascinating, and 
going as a member of the Christian Fellowship Tour will make your 
vacation all the more interesting. Join this congenial, wholesome 
group to cruise Alaska’s island-dotted, mountain-sheltered seas; to 
steam to the very face of a mighty, roaring glacier; to find adventure 
in every port of gold, totem or old Russian fame; to visit historic 
Christian Indian missions. 


Your thrilling four weeks vacation begins in Chicago on July 22, 
when you board the North Coast Limited en route to the Montana and 
Wyoming Rockies, where your party pauses for a three-day sightseeing 
trip on the new Red Lodge High Road to the ghost mining town of 
Cooke, to Tower Falls and Grand Canyon in Yellowstone Park. 


In Seattle on July 30, after crossing the Cascade Mountains and 
visiting Rainier National Park, you board your one-class All-American 
Alaska Line steamer and head north along the intricate, mountain-fenced 
channels of Alaska’s Inside Passage. With the Reverend David Wag- 

oner, mission boat pioneer of Alaska, as your official host, you visit 

etchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Juneau, Haines and Chilkoot Bar- 
racks, Skagway and Sitka. After this wonderful cruise you return to 
Chicago via the Canadian Rockies, visiting Victoria and Vancouver, 
B. C., Lake Louise and Banff. Home once more, you'll agree with 
Mrs. Alice E. Miller of North Plymouth, Massachusetts, who says of a 
former trip: ‘The month I spent on the Christian Fellowship Tour will 
always remain one of the pleasantest memories of my life.” 


Rates are low. Fill out the coupon and you will receive full in- 
formation and cost from your home town. No obligation whatsoever. 
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Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Lane: Please send me complete details and round trip cost of 
the “Christian Fellowship Tour” to Alaska, from my home town. 


Name 


Address 
City 











State 











ALASKA STEAMSHIP COMPANY 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(Lesson for Mar. 17) Mar. 2, 1940 


flesh, lived in this scene, and died on 
the cross. Without cross-bearing, and 
following in his steps, we shall prove to 
be false disciples. All true disciples are 
cross-bearers, and “walk even as he 
walked.” Pray for Japan Rescue Mission, 
965 West 22nd Ave., Vancouver,’B. C., 
Can. 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 1:18-25. 
The Cross, the Power of God. 

PrAYER SvuGGesTIons: The cross of 
Christ. The cross ever will be the ob- 
ject of incomparable glory. With un- 
folding knowledge of its character and 
effects, the glory of the cross will in- 
crease throughout the coming ages. It 
reveals the divine perfections, accom- 
plished eternal redemption, and will 
stagger the intellect and ravish the heart 
throughout eternity. Boasting in the 
cross ever will fall short of reality. Pray 
for Friends of Arabia Mission, 711 97th 
St., Seattle, Wash. 


The Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Pure E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 
Associate Editors: Puitie E. Howarp, Jr., 
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Laura Z, LEFEVRE 
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D. T. RicHMAN 
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H. TruMBULL Howarp 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For eech Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Frances Jenkins Olcott 
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Sunrise. Over the Sea of Galilee 


REMINDER of that first Easter dawn, when Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

heard that glorious message, “He is not here: for he is risen”; and of that coming 

day, perhaps not far distant, when “he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him,” and 
the Sun of Righteousness shall “ arise with healing in his wings.” 
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The Friends of Israel Refugee 
Relief Committee, Ine. 


JEWRY’S DARKEST HOUR 





Thousands of Jews are dying in spirit and hope. HELP To FEED 
these sufferers, through Soup KITCHENS. Give to your utmost. 
At this solemn moment do not pass this appeal unheeded. 


TWO MILLION JEWS ARE STARVING 


No one can read the sad story of Polish Jewry and 
not be moved by a feeling of profound sympathy. 


BUT—Sympathy will not feed or take care of ‘numerous destitute 
Jewish children in Poland. Sympathy will not help the 
Largest Jewish Community in Europe whose sufferings are 
beyond description. 


In the Republic of Slovakia 
the persecution of the Jews has been of the worst description. 
The Jews are afraid to show themselves on the streets. 


In Bohemia and Moravia 
120,000 Jews lost all civil rights and the Nuremberg laws are 
being enforced. 


From Hungary 


a Jewish missionary writes: “It is either Bread or the Danube.”’ 


In Bulgaria and Roumania 
thousands of refugees are living in utter and complete misery, 
hoping against hope for some ship to take them anywhere, they 
care not where. Those whose duty has called them to board 
the vessels report that “the conditions under which these peo- 
ple are living baffle description.” 


In Memel—thousands of Jews committed suicide for lack of food. 


Do not withhold your gift because it is small. It will buy bread. 
It will keep many from starving. 


























No country wants the Jews. But Christians do not have to turn a blind eye or a deaf 
ear to the urgent need. Soup kitchens can be maintained. Help before it is too late. 


MR. JOSEPH M. STEELE Send your gift to our Treasurer 
President 
REV. JOSEPH TAYLOR BRITAN, D.D. ALLAN SUTHERLAND 


- Secretary 710 S Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


























